INQUIRING 


 Hhether « Philoſopber ſhould ad- 
mit there are any ſach. 


By « Fellay of the Royal, Sociery 


'To which are annexed by t the Publiſher 
( for the Affinity of the Subjetts ) 
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of Jowe ate whereof, 
WAS. #6(ther the Kin; mor t "Laſt 
This "twas _#boldbt \ie\ the” RAedt? 
ſhould have notice of, that he may 
the more eaſily gueſs upon what ac- 
count it is, that Fn Clauſes in the 
. firſt Page, (47 ' perhaps 4 few 0s 
[2 7her Paſſ ages elſewhere) contain 
> ſomewhat that appears not altoge- 
ther the ſame it woMd'heve done, if 
there had been _1o.need to-make any 
alteration at allyn 1 that Pape. But 
becanſe, tho there was a connetion 
between that Dialogue and the reſt 
| hoo ithe" P wr on fow- which © tis hſ- 
mhere 
ow the others , is not ſo very 
great, but that the Publiſher thought 
the divulging of it might be 
uſeful and ſeaſonable: and there- 
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aud wack Diffidence, med; the As 


thor unwilling to reviſe, and part 


with the other \ Papers 5 that aecom- 
panied this which now comes orth ; 


he prevail*d withhins to fuffer that 
Dialogue totake tts Fortune, which 
the Publiſher hopes may be ſuch; as 
may: inconr de the © Author to cont. 
ii he has fu reher medi- 
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ENQUIRING; it ; 
Whether a Philoſopher ſhould 
t there are any ſuch. _ © 


; The Speakers are, Sophronins, Eus 
genius, Pyrocles, and 7imothens, 


HE Seriouſneſs you 
yet retail} 1 your 
looks, and the. po- 
ſure: we found you . | 
in at our entrance, makes me. = 

. heſe two: 


 C#7 
ſeaſonable intruders, thatare ſoun- | 
happy as to diſturb your Meditati- 


ONS. | 


_ Sehvor. Inflcad of doing that, 
you will much promote them ," if 
you pleaſe to accompany me in. 
them : For the ſubjeEt that buſted 
my thoughts is both ſo abftruſe and 
fo important, that it needs more 
than one to conſider it, and deſerves. 
that He ſhould be a far better con- 
fiderer than I, who therefore muſt. 
think my ſelf far lefs fit for that task 
than you. 


Eg, Iwill puniſh the flattery of 
theſe laſt words , by declining to: 
make any Return to 1t. | 


Pyrocl. And 1, Gentlemen, to. 
prevent the loſs of time and words |] 
between yon, {hall without farther 
Ceremony ask Sophronias, what his. 
thoughts were employed about” 
when we came in. q 


Sophr, Twas then muſing #pon'd/ 
EY SubjeQ 


(3) 
Subje&t, that was newly propoſed 


_ tome by our corhmor Friend Arno- 


bigfirwho would netds havermy opi- 
nion, #hether,; andif at all, how _= 
we may employ our reaſonings a- 
bout things that are-above our Rea- 
ſoriy as-Chriſtians grant ſome' my- 
ſteries of their Religion to: be. 


Eagt. I, be things above Deal: | 
be meant only thoſe, that are undifſ> 
coverable by: Reaſon without Reye- 


| lation;: H{hovld-not heſitate td ſay, 


that there may/be divers things of 
that.kind : For the free Decrces of 
God, and his determinations con- 
cerning the Government of the _ 
Wotld,and the future ſtate of nian- 
kind (to'/ndame now no others) are 
things which no humaneReaſon can 
pry into; .but muſt owe rhe funda- 
mental diſcovery it makes of them, 
to: the: Revelation of him , whoſe 
purpoſes they are. 

But if, by things above Reaſon, be 
"8 as though delivered in 
words, free from darknefs and Am- 
"gry; ate indt'to be conceived, 

"T3 7 . and 


"ty 


(4) 
and comprehended by our Rational 
Faculty, I ſhall freely confeſs, .that 
. Tſcarce know what to ſay uporti{o 
unuſual and fublime a ſubje&. 


Pyrocl . For my part,Gentlemen, | 


Ithink it were very requiſite tobe: | - 


_ ſure inthe firſt place, that the ſub-. 
je&t of ourDiſcourles is not Chime- 
rical, but that we can really know, 
that there are things we- cannot 
comprehend , though they be pro- 
poſed to us in expreſſions no: leſs 
clear than fuch, as would ſuffice to 
make other things intelligible: to: 
Us. 


Sophr. Your cautiouſnefs, Pyro-_ | 
cles, muſt not be rejeQed by me, 
who when, before you came in, I 
was putting my 065. .qom into fome 
order, judg'd it unfit to conſider, 
either how one might know what 
things were to be look'd on asabove 
Reaſon, how far we may diſcourſe 
of them, or whether or no any ſu- © - 

rnaturally revealed Propoſitions, 
uch asDiyines call Articles of Faith; 

| © ©0 ought 


(5) 
efyfſtdo bo anchnond acrongifins 


_ tilEſhould-have-furft ſeriouſly enr 
quir'd, whether in general we ought 
to admit-any ſuch+Qbjes of our 
Contemplation, as theſe ,.and the 


SF 


like Queſtions ſuppolc. Lat 
rat 4 | *71'7 
Enage. I hope thea that this being 
the firſt thing you purpoled to en- 
quire into, we may, without-too 
muchboldneſs, defireto know what 
cameinto your mind abour it. |, /- 


\Sophr. If I had brought my:con- 
{iderations to an iſſue ou that ſub- 
ject; © ſhould with leſs reluQancy 
acquaint. you with them 5 but'I 
ſinceThave yet made but an imper- 
tedprogrels in my enquiry, inſtead 
of delivering any. poſitive opinion 
upon ſoabſiruſe a ſubjeQ, I ſhall on- 
ly tellyou, that asfar as I could yet 
Giicern, it ſcemed tome:that among 
the Obje&s, our reaſon may con- 
template! there are /ovze whoſe Na-: 
ture wecannot comprehend, others. 
whoſe Attributes or. Actions are-- 
ſuch, as that we cannot underſtand. 
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(6) - 8 
| how'they ſhould belong to the-Fubs | 

jea,or elſe deoanhbl caticeive 
how they ſhould conſiſt: withifome 
acknowledged Truth. > virmbs 04 


S114 F LJ OTE). *- 


© Fuge. So thataf Lapprehend you 
Tight, -you do not only admit ſome Þ 
things to be above Reaſon, batmake 
no lets than three ſorts of them. 
Wu 7 : <A EITS © WT 63/3: 0-245 87 
_-Sophr. If you wilbneeds have two 
of them to becoincident, I{hattnor 
much contend, but Ithink the num- 
ber you havenatned may, without 
any' great inconvenience, be admit- 
ted: For by. things above Reaſon, 
I here underſtand (not falte: oriab- 
ſurd ones,but) fuch,as thoughitheMn- 
telleCt ſees ſufficient cauſe (whether 
on: the ſcore. of Experience Au- 
thentick Teſtimony, or. Mathema- 
tical Demonſtration) to afſentto's | 
yet it finds-it {elf reduc'd when?tis 
converſant about them,to beſo with 
a notable and peculiar diſadvaiitage: | 
And this diſadvantage does ulually. ./ 
proceed -eicher:from the nature' of | 
the thing propoſed, which is o_y 
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that we cannot ſufficiently compre- 
hend_ it, or from our not being able - 
to conceive the manner of its exiit- 
ing and operating ,; or from. this, 
that it involves ſome notion or pro- 
poſition, that we ſee not how'to re- 


. concile with ſome other thing,. that 


we are perſwaded to be a truth. The. 
firſt of theſe three ſorts of things; 
may,for brevity and diſtinQioniake 
be called /zcompreberfible , the ſe> 


_ cand /zexpliceble, and the. thixd Un 
foctable. But for fear leſt the ſhort- 
neſs have uſed in my expreſſions, 


may have kept them from being ſo 


clear, Iſhall ſomewhat more expli- 


citly. reckon up the three ſorts of 
ng that ſeem to me above Rea- 
ON. | 

The firſt conſiſts of thoſe: whoſe 
Nature is not diftinaly and ade- 
quately comprehenſible by us.; To 
which ſort perhaps we may refer all 


| thoſe intellectual Beings (if it be 


anted that there are ſuch) as are 
y nature of a higher order-than hu- 
mane Souls. To which fort ſome 
of the-Anpels (at leaſt of the good 
| "i 


4 ones) 


(8) | 
ones ) may probably belong ; but? 
more than probably we may refer.” 

' tothis Head, the Divine Author of) 

Nature, and of our Souls, Almigh- : 
7y God, whoſe perfeCtions are' io 
boundleſs, and-his Nature. ſo very. | 
ſingular, that *tis no lefs-weakneſs ] 
than preſumption to 1umagine, that | 
ſuck finite Beings: as © our Souls, 
can frame full and adequate /des's: 
of them: We may indeed know by' - 
the confideration of his works, and: 

_ particularly thoſe parts of them that. 
we our ſelves are; both Zhat he.is,: . 
pee in a great meaſure /Yhat he is 

- *but'to- underſtand: throughly: . 
Wha he 75, 184 task too grear.for 'I 
any but his own infinite Intelle@'; 
And therefore I think we may truly 
call this immenſe Obje& , in the 
newly declared ſence, ſupra-Intel- 4 
keftual,' ' 6 


Zuge. rſappoſs T-may: now aslc 
what] is the ſecond: fors- of Fig 
aboye Reaſon? 


| _ It conſiſts. of ſuck; as 
though 


J 


4 . AA et EPI " 0 TIE On o 
ſe, 6 ; ys Wo, * > 7 Is OS? Fs Ele kekags ” TX 2 
ER » 
« "2s P 


Y "One "Ig Fry * ws ata 
| oF bot dds as ER ng eds HS 
Py 24 YL WEE IT WR 
+» ” HE 
I 
= - 
» - « 
i907 : 


we cannot ORE that they. 

re, yet wefeannot clearly and fa+ 
tisfaGtorily conceive, how they can 
: Sn ep rw 
w Matter canbe infinttety, Cor 
which is all pron uhh its our preſc reſent dif> 


yr a hefwiat the Side and 
Diagonal of aSquare, that 
wn. bo ] Fr ag LCoFnry 1” 


* "That Mattel is $56: divible 
| 1 is notonly the aſſertion of 4 F 
| and theSchoals, but generally em- 4 
1 braced by thoſe rigid Reaſoners, _ 
Geometricians themſelyes;and may 4 

be farther confirm'd by the other in- 
ſtance of the Side _ Diagonal of a. 

_ Square, whoſe incommenturable- 
neſs is believed upon no leſs firm a 
proof, than a demonſtration of Z«- 
clid, and was ſo known a truth a> 4 
mong the Ancients, that Plato is Y 
{aid to have pronounced him rather 5 
a Beaſt thana Man, that was a ftrany 3 
ns it, od yet if continued 
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ont: be: not diviſible - without 
dp, i haw can we conceive butthat | 
there may be found fome determi. | 


4 
” 
£ 


nate parr>oF the fide:'of a- Square, 
which being often enough repeat. 


ed,, would;exatly meaſure the:Di- 


agonal too. But though Mathema+ 


tical Demonſtrations affure us; rhat 
theſe things are-{o;;/ yet thoſe that 
have ftrained their Brains, have not 
been able clearly to:conceive how it 
ſhould be poſſible, thata Line (for 
inſtance) of not aquarterof an inch 


ever coming to'an end of thoſe ſub- 
diviſions; or how among the innu- 


_ merable differing partitions into ali- 


quot parts; that may be made of the 
fide of a Square, not one of thoſe 
parts can be found exattly to:mea- 
fure fo ſhort a Line asthe Diagonal 
may be. E663 JOGT 


long; #hopld be-ſtilt-divifible'into 
lefler and leffer: portions , without 


-. Page, There is yet behind ,::Sv- | 


phronizs, the third fort of thoſe 


things , which, according to you, 
ſurpals our Reaſon. 


Sophr. ; 


—_ 


- Soph Iſhallnamethat too, Eui 


gextss|'/as'{hon as 'T have premiſed 


that ſome of the Reaſons that m6: 
ved' mie to! refer ſome” inftances to 


this heid;-do not ſojipecuharly bes 


lohbþ0thoſtinftances; butthar they 
may be applicable to others, whic 

was thought convenient to refer t6 
the ſeepnd'or firſt of the foregomg 
Heads* And: this being once inti 
mated; Tf{hall proceed” to tell- you, 
that the third" ſort of 'things that 
ſeem tofſurpals our Reaſon, conſiſts 


- of thoſey to which the Rules and 


Axiorns ati&'Notions, whereby-we 
judge of the truth and. falſhood' of 


ordinary, orother things, ſtem not 


This'third ſort being ſuch as are 


 incumbred with Difficulties or Ob« 


jeQtions', that cannot 'dire&tly and 
ſatisfaQorily be removed by them 
that acquieſce in the receivedRules 
of ſubordinate Sciences, and dorea- 
fon but-at the common rate , fuch 
Objeas of ' Contemplation as this 
third ſort conliſts of, having ſome- 
thing belonging to them, that ſeems 
ALLY not 
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(12) 


reconcilable with ſome very 


Truths. 


' This it may! here ſuffice toinake 
out by a-couple of Inftances, the 
one of a Moral y the other of a Ma: * 
thematical Nature: And firſt, that ! 
Man has a free will, in reference at 
leaſt to civil matters, is the general 
confeſſion of. Mankind: : \ All- the * 
Laws' that forbid and: puniſhMur- | 
der, Adultery, Theft, and-other + 


Crimes , being founded ona Sup- 
ition, "that men. have a power to 


rbear committing them, and the - | 


ſenſe men'have: of their being poſ- 
ſeſt of this- power over their own 
aQtions, is great enough to:make 
MalefaCtors acknowledg their bo: | 
niſhments to- be juſt, being.no leſs 
condemned by:their own Conſcien- 
ces, than by-their- Judges, - 

And-yet (ſome Socinians , and 
ſomefew others excepted) the ge- 
perality of Mankind, whether Chri- 


ftians', Jews, Mahometans , ' ON i 
Heathens, aſcribe toGod an infalli- 7 
ble OE of humane wg 6 : 


which - 


manifeſt, or at leaſt acknowledged Jr 


4 which is ſuppoſed by the belief of 
J Prophecies, and the recourſe to Q-" 
Iracles; by one or other of which 
1 two ways the Embracers of the fe- 
I veral Religions newly mentioned, 
J have endeavoured and expected to: 
] receive "_ - mages groan | 
1 things, 3/1uch as: nd vu | 
1 the ings of men. But bo 
| certain fore-knowledg can ' be had: 
1 of contingent things, and ſuch as 
1 depend upon. the free will of-man, 
1 is that which many great wits that 
1 have ſolicitouſly tryed, have found 
themſelves unable clearly to com- 
{| prehend,. nor is it much to be ad- 
{ mired that they ſhould 'be puzled 
| to conceive how an infinitely per- 
fe& Being ſhould want Preſcieace, 
or that their will ſhould want that 
liberty, whereof they feel in them- 
ſelves the almoſt perpetual exer- 
ciſe. | 
_ The other inſtance I promiſed 
you, Eage. is afforded me by Geo- 
metricians:: For" theſe. (you know) 
teach the: diviſibility of Quantity 
4n infinitum or without ftop, tobe 


(14) | 
Mathematically demonſtrable. Givej 
me leave then to: ptopole- to you a! 
ſtrait line of three foot long divided! 
into. two parts,, the -one double to; 
the other. Iſippoſe then, that ac-; 
cording to their doCtrine 4d line of! 
two foot. 1s::divifible into; 1nfinttes 
parts, or it is not ; If 'you-ſay it is; 
not, you contradiQ the demonſtra-+; 
tions of the Geoinetricians; if you; 
fay that it is, then you muſt confeſs; 
either that the line of one foot is di-, 
viſible into-as many parts as the line} 
of two foot, though the one' be but”? 
half the other, or elſe that the infi-: 
nite parts , into which-the line of 
one toot is granted to be: diviſible, 
is exceeded in number by the parts; 
into which the line of two foot is: 
diviſible, and conſequently that the 
line of two foot has a multirude of: 
parts greater than infinite. Which }_ 
Reaſonings may let us ſee that we 
may be reduced ezther to: rejeCt In- 
ferences legitimately drawn from: 
manifeſt or granted Truths, or to! 
admit concluſions that appear ab-! 
furd; if we will have af the com-! 
mon ; 


That may ſuffice for my mai pur- 


fron Rules whereby we jutlge of 0+ 
ther things'to-be applicable to Ind 
finites. Nv AOL LOk 4: 

* And now 4 Gentlemen, having 
acquainted/you with what ſorts'of 
things ſeens w-be above Reaſon ;;: I 

caſt, to preverit miſtakes', defire - 
you to take along with'yot: this Ad- 
veftiſement:: That. though: the no- 
bleneſs and difficulty of fo untulet- 
vated 2 SubjeQ, inclined me to of- 
fer ſomething towards the clucida- 
ting of it, by ſorting thoſe things 
into. three kinds ; .yet I ſhall not; 


' and need not. in this Conference, 


inſiſt on them ſeverally, or.lay any 
ſtreſs on this partition. For though T - 
have.above intimated,that a Propo-. 
ſition may ſpeak of ſomewhat that 
Is ſupra-intelleFual , or elſe contain 
ſomewhat which we cannot con- 


_ ceive how it may be true., or laſtly ' 


teach us ſomewhat for a truth; that 
we cannot reconcile with ſome o« 
ther thing, that we are convinced 
is true; yet if but any one of theſe 
have true Inſtances belonging to it, 


pole 
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Xt 16). 
ole Fo place,where Ineed only 


general, that "there may be 


$;+® . 
FI 9 x 


#himos that ſurpaſi Our Reaſon, at leaft 
fo far; thatthey are not to be judg- 
ed: of by the Io meaſures: and? 
rales, by which men are wont te 

judg of ordinary things, for which : 
- reaſon I ſhall often give them one 
common name, calling them Pris 
iledg'd Things. 


9 eh hinks that to mantff 


ns of our Reaſon, in 
what you call Privi: 
ee Tis gy you need not have | 
recourſe to Yo unfathomable Abyſ: 
ſes of the Divine Nature, fince for 
ought I know, Pyrocles, as well as 
I, may be non-plus'dby an inftance 
that came into my mind de  Conpo- 


ftope continut. 

Trmoth. Since Sophronins has not 
Thouglipfit togive us any of the Ar- 
guments of the'contenc g party” S, 

ſhall be glad to know what dullts- 
culty occurr'd to you. 


5 bj, hart, bg oY gh hyped DN | 
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© Euge. Suppoſe a great Circle « 
Wo Vi | # Þ 


vided into its three hundred and fſix- 
y.:degrees , and-{uppoſe: that as 
great a number as you pleaſe or 
ah conceive ,. of ſtrait lines , be 
drawn from the ſ{eyeral deſignable 
parts of ſome one of thele:degrees, 
Ito:the Centre, *tis manifeſt that the 
Idegrees being <qual, as many lines 
Jmay be drawn 'trom any , and fo- 
trom- every one; of the others, as 
from that degree: which was -pitch- 
fed upon: i 49 
{Then ſuppoſe: a Circular Arch, 
equal to the aſſumed degree, to be 
I further bent 1nto the circumference 
Jofalittle-circle., having the ſame 
Centre with.a great one;:-it follows 
from the ;nature:.of a Circle,'and 
$.has been geometrically demonſtra- 
ted; that the! ſemidiameters; of a 
Circle how many ſoever they be, 
8 cac:no- where touch one another 
. & butin the Centre:: W hence *is: e- 
vident;,;;that all the lines that are 
. F drawn from:[the circumference. to 
the! Centre-of the greater Circle. 
moſt paſs by differing points of the 
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gircumference of the ſmaller, (for 
deeberh + > C ; elſe 
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elſe they would touch one another 
before: they arrive at the Centre) 


and conſequently that as many hnes 


loever as can even. mentally be! 
drawn. from the ſeveral points:of 
the circumterence of the great Cir- 
cle to the common Centre of both 
Circles, muſt all paſs through dif-- 
ferent-points of the little Circle,and' 
thereby divide it-into as many parts: 
(proportionably ſmaller )' as the: 
greater Circle 1s divided into : So! 
that here-the circumference of the 
lefſer Circle preſents us with'/ a; 
curve line, which was not poſſibly: ! 
_ diviſible: into more parts than aw; 
Arch of one- degree, or the three 


_— — non. _—y WIT INF a 
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hundred and ſixtieth part of: thei 


Circumference of the greater Cir-!; 
cle, and yet without being length+! 
ned, becomes diviſible into as ma-/! 
ny paxts as the whole .circamfe- 
rence of the ſame greater Circle. : 
And though we fhouldiſuppole the : 
circumference of the internal Cit--! 
cle not to:exceed one inch, and that”? 
of the exterior Circle to exceed the: 
circumference of the -Terreſtriaþ! 

Tio. Globe, | 


(fs) 
 Gl6be,-or even' of the Firtnay 

it fl,” yet ſtill' the' dethii 

| would bla, intall the lines Dh 
f from this vaſt Circle, would fd: 
J diſtin points'it! the lefſes'! > als 
I-J through to their common Cethre: 
| Z7rimoth. Thotigh' F will "not pre- 
= J tend to confirm what Sophronis has 
ad: been proving , by adding | | 
Sf ments s prior 7 yet” I ſhall vet 
16 I co fay;: that I line © it very SFreca 
Of ble both' ro the” nature of God atitl 
E Þ to thar' of man; ' that what he ts 
af endeavoured to prove true fhoy A 
Y J be'fo; for we menmiſtake andAat- 
wy ter Humane: Nature too much 

 whenwe think oat faculties fu. 

tanding fo unlimited; I L.. in, 
Na pre of capacityiand bf exte Sand 

$ {o free and unprepolfeft, as many, 
>} Philoſopticrs ſcents fuppoſe * For. 
4 whatever o our Kale oye gels incline 


(20) 
free Author of our Nature to make}: 
us.: And from this dependency and 

.lmitedneſs of our Natures, it fol-&& 
lows not only that we may be (forfy 
Inow diſpute not whether we are) 


bornyyith certain congenit Notions; 
and {Impreſſions and Appetites: or 
Tegdencies of Mind ; but alſo that 
the means or meaſures which are: 
Farged us to employ in the 
ſearhung or judging of Truth, areft 
but ſuch as are proportionable toſf(( 
E 
; 
; 


Gods deſigns in- creating us, and; 
therefore may probably be ſuppo-! 
ſed not tobe capable of reaching;to 
all kinds,or if you pleaſe of Truths, 
24any of which may be unneceſlary; 
for us to know here, and ſome may: 
be reſerved, partly to make us ſen-Þ: 
ſible of the 1mperfeQtions of aur, 
Natures, and partly to make us af! 

pire to that condition, whereinour}, 
faculties ſhall be muchenlarged and} 
heightned: It ſeems not therefore} 
unreaſonable to think , both. thach 
God has made our faculties ſo lumi-! 
ted, that in ur preſent mortal.con-1 
dition there ſhould be ſome Ohjefts! 
; beyond 


” wy 


| - anal 


4; 
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tkeÞcyond the- comprehenſion of out 
ndMatelle&s (that is) that ſome of his 
fol-Krcatures ſhould not beable perfe&- 
Wy to underſtand ſome others, 8 yet 
©) hat he has given us light enough 
Fto perceive that we cannot attain 
0 a clear and full knowledge of 
ltithem. 
rey Pyrocl. I think, Sophronins, that 
hefI now underſtand what you mean 
refby Zhings above reaſon, or as you 
fOR(not unfitly) tiled them, privilede- 
nd Jed things : ButI preſume you need 
9-Ynot be told, that to explain the ſence 
lOffof a Propoſition, and to make out 
S,Jthe truth of it, (unleſs in common 
TY Notions, or things evident by their 
1YJown light) are always two things, 
N-Jand oftentimes two very diſtant 
1r'J ones. 
S FSophr. I need not ſcruple, Pyro- 
ry cles, to.grant the truth of what you 
4 fay, but I muſt not fo eafily admit 
ef your application of it ; for among 
J the examples, I have been propo- 
1-4 ſing, there are ſome at leaft, that 
I-21 do not only dec/are what I mean by 
&y things above reaſon, but are inftan- 
| | C 3 CES; 


conſeque ma 00 
2. Tuch = IETe y be p nd 
to tak I _ have added others 
te. had thou ughe ut unblely , th 
in the progrels of our Confere 


there may be occafions offered & 
INEMJONIDg them more opportun 


Pyro: L. I have long thought that 
the wit ef man, was able to lay i 
fine varniſh upon any thing that it 
would recommend ; but Ihaven of 
till now found Reaſon ſet a work tq 
degrade it ſelf, asif it were a noble 
exerciſe of its power to eſtabliſh its 
own impotency : And indeed 'ti: 
{ſtrange to 'me , how you would 
bave our Reaſon comprehend and 
reach things , that you your {elf 
confeſs to be above Reaſon, which 
| is methinks, as if we were told that 
we may ſee things with our eyes 
that are inviſible. 

Sophr. 1 do not think, that *tix 
to degrade the underſtanding, to 
refuſe: to idolize it, and *tisnot anl 
injury to Reaſon, to think it. alk 
mited faculty, but an injury to the 

Aut of 


Yoo 


derſtanding infinite, like his. And 


(ag 
Author of-it, to think man's un- 


if what I propoſed be well-ground- 
ed, Iaſhen Reaſon its moſt nobke 
and genuine Exerciſe, which is fo 
doſe with difcoyered Truths, in 
whoſe embraces the perfeQtion of 
the Intelle& too much conlifts , to 
ſuffer that perfeQtive aQtion to be 
juſtly diſparaging to it : Anda ſin- 
cere underſtanding is to give , or 
refuſe its afſent to propoſitions ac- 
cording as they are or are not true, 
not according as we could or could 
not wiſh they were ſo; and me- 


thinks it were ſomewhat ſtrange, 


that Impartiality ſhould be made a 
diſparagement in a Judge. But, 
Pyrocles,leaving the reflection with 
which you uſher'd in your Obje&ti- . 
on, I ſhall now conſider the Argu- 
ment it felf , which being the 
weightieſt that can be framed a- 
gainft the opinion you oppole , I 
{hall beg leave to offer ſome confi- 
derations, wherein I ſhall endea- 
vour to anſwer it both by proving 
my Opinion by experience; and by 

| 4. {hewing 
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ſhewing that experience not.;to bu 
- difagreeable to Reaſon. - %;,, Bd 
Pyrecl. 1ſhall very willingly life 
ten to what you have to ſay on ſuch 
2a ſubject. AY mo £ 
 Sophr. I ſhall then in the firſtY 
place alledge the experience of ma-J: 
ny perſons , and divers of them: 
great Wits, who have perplexed 
themſelves to reconcile, I ſay, not: 
the Grace of God, but even his Pre- 
{cience to the liberty of mans wall,” 
even in bare moral actions: And TI. 
have found partly by their Wrr 
tings , and by diſcourſe with ſome. 
of them, that the moſt towring and : 
ſubtle ſort of Speculators , Meta-: 
phyſicians , and Mathematicians , 
perchance after much racking of 
their brains, confeſs themſelves ! 
quite baffled by the unconquerable ? 
difficulties they met with, not only . 
in ſuch abſtraſe ſubjeAs, as the na- 
ture of God, or of the humane Soul, 
but in the.nature of what belongs 
in common tothe moſt obvious Bo- : 
dies in the world, and even to the : 
leaſt portions of them: You will oy: : 
1 y E 


\ary\\ 


*., Famous controverſie, Whether or 
lifno a continued quantity (which e- 
uchſ very body,as having length,bredth, 
FJ depth, muſt be allowed to have) be 
arſtY made up of Indiviſibles. Of the 
ma-J:perplexing difficulties of this Con- 
emy troverſie, I might give you divers 
x&ed$ confeiions, or complaints made by 
ot} a ſort of men too much accuſtomed 
re-F to bold aſſertions and ſubtle Argu- 
ill, ments,to be much diſpoſed tomake 
11] acknowiedgments of that kind: But 
ri-{ Ifſhall content my ſelf with the te- 
ne.4 ſtimony which one of the more fa- 
ad # mous modern Schoolmen gives 
a-# both of himſelf and other learned 


3, 8 men, and which 1 I well remem- 


of ber, he thus exprefles. fegreds- 
Ss | mr comtinus compoſitionem,cujus hu- 
e | 244/que 02 ſeparata difficult as omminns 


Doftorum male ingenta vexavit, ne- 
que ullus fuit qui lam non pene inſu- 
, | perabilem agnoſcat. Hanc plerique 
Ss # rerminorum obſcuritate , illorumque 
- replicatis & implicaty diftinitiont- 
>| 6#us, & ſubdiftinitionibus obtenebrant, 


ze aperte capiantur deſperantes ren 


poſſe 


Ovied 


Contr. 
Phyſ. 
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poſſe alio modo traitari neque-rdtioph 
Zacem ſuftinere, (ed weceſſario conf 
fois tentbris obtegentdum, ne aroul 
[mentorum evidentis detegatur. 
- _ Andthoughhehad norbeen thuz 
candid in his confeflion, | yet what 
he fays might be eaſily concluded 
by him, that ſhall duly weigh with 
how great, though not equal force 
of Arguments, each of the conten- 
ding parties imputes to the opinion 
it oppoſes, great and intolerable 
abſurdities as contained 1n it, or le- 
gitimately deducible from it. 

Zup. 1 have not the vanity to 
think that the weakneſs of my Rea- 
fon ought to make another diffident 
of the ſtrength of his : But as to my 
felf, what Sophronins has been ſay- 
ing cannot but be confirm'd by 4 
veral tryals, wherem having exert- 
ed the ſmall abilities I had to clear 
up to my felf ſome. of the difficul- 
ties about Infinites : I perceived to 
my trouble, that my fpeculations 
fatisfied me of nothing ſo much, as 
the difproportionateneſs of thoſe 
abftruſe ſubjeCts to my reaſon. But, * 

Sophro- © 


ſon; yet *tis probable they may be 


learned 


ſo hereafter, conſidering how great 
progreſs 1s,from time to time,made 
in the diſcoveries of Nature, inthis 
Age of ours. | 

Sophr. In anſwer to-this queſti- 
on, ZEugenias, give me leave to tell 
you firſt, that you allow my paſt 
diſcourſe to hold good for oxght yet 


appears to the contrary : Whence 1t 


will follow, that your Objettion is 
grounded upon a hope, or at moſt 
a Conjecture about ,which I need 
not therefore trouble my ſelf, till - 
ſome new diſcoveries about the 
things in __—_ engage me to.a 
new conſideration of them. - Butin 
the mean while, give me leave to 
repreſent to you in the ſecond place, 
that though I am very willing to 
believe, as well as L both defire and 
hope it, that this inquiſitive Age we 
live-in , will produce. diſcoveries 
that! will explicate divers of the 
© SORE -MOTC 
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V 
underſtandings | 


OF 


ac limited nature of the In 
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ature\nd to theſe !two conſiderations, 
/crlegZugenins, I fhall in anſwerto your 
lngs/Mueſtion , add this allo : That as 
It offfnens inquilitiveneſs may hereafter 
'y offiextricate ſome of thoſe grand diff- 
aſonFculties, that have hitherto perplex- 
for ed Philoſophers ; ſo it may poſſibly 
2 In Blead them to diſcover new difficul- 
not f ties more capable than the firſt, of - 
ta- F baſing : iumane underſtandings. 
{o Þ For even: among the things where- 
rs | with we-:are,; already converſant , 
b- Þ| there aredivers which we think we 
e | know, only becauſe we-never with 
Tr | due attention, tryed: whether we 
;, | can frameſuch deas of them, as 
2 | are clear and worthy fora rational 
ſeeker. and-loyer of truth to acqui- 
eſce in. ; This the great intricacy 
that conſidering men. find ,. in the 
nations. commonlyreceiv'd of ſpace, 


* 4&4 © aw 
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bers and incommenſurable Lines 
all which trouble not common Ac 


comptants and Surveyors , (wh 
though'they deal ſo much in num 
bers and lines, ſeldom take notice 
of any of them) perplex'the great 
eſt Mathematicians, and ſome off 
them ſo much, that they can ra-F 
ther demonſtrate, that ſuch affeAti-Y 
ons belong to them, than they! 
can conceive how they can do fo :Þ 
All which may render it probable; 
that mens'growing curiolity is not? 
more likely to find the ſolutions of* 
ſome' difficulties, than to take no- 
tice of other things,that may prove? 
more inſuperable than they. 1 
Zim, This conjeQture'of yours, ? 
Sophronius', is not a little favoured! 
by the Rota 4riftotelica;, for though ! 
the motion of a Cart-wheel is ſo ? 
obvious and ſeems fo plain a thing; * 
that the Carman himſelf never * 
looks upon'it 'with' wonder ; yet 
after -2riſtotle had taken notice of ! 
the difficulty that occurr'd about * 
it, this trivial Phenomexos has per- © 
plex'd divers great Wits, \aot only * 
School: | 
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.inesÞchoolmen., but Mathematicians, 
ic$nd continues: yet to do ſo, there 
$cing- ſome circumſtances: in the 
m@Þrogreffive motion and rotation of 
hecircumference of a Wheel, and 
Þts Nave; or of two points afligned, 
the one in the former, .and-the 0- 
ther in the latter; that have appear- 
;:ed too ſubtle (and even:tomodern} - 
yi} Titers , ſo hardto be' conceived 
ſo -Yand-: reconciled -to ſome: plain and 
ole, {granted Truths, that fomeof them 
1othave given'over the: ſolutioniof:the;, 
off attending 'difliculties/ as-defpetate, 
FJwhich perchance; . Pyrocles, would: 

ve not think: firange,. if Thadstimie:to- 

4 | an on _ O_ that _ 

met with in..a ſpeculation; thar- 
| feems ſo calteiastobede 

Sophr. Your Inſta nce, 7; 24: 65 0 
muſt be acknowkedgeda very\preg- 
J nant-one:z. th: you are: —_— 
F 4 a-'better account cannot be: 
te | of theRhots Ariſtatelicaythianis hace: 
7 


'S; 
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tobeinthe:Schoals; by:thbfe-Pert- 
Y ms that-either: frankly! cons: 
J i the gifficultics to: beanfolubley 
4 or. »icls ingenuoully preteni] togive! 
4 ſolutions 


bo 

453; 
6 j 
_*; 3 


(529 


ſolutions of them , that ſuppal 
things not to be proved, or perhap 
{o much as underſtood (as Rarefa 
tion and Condenſation friftly i 
called) or loſe the queſtion and perf 
haps themſelves, by running up th; 

_ diſpute: into that moſt. obſcure an 
perplexing Controverlie de compe 
ſitione continut. F 

Zugen. I am content to forbeat 
prefling any further 'at preſent anff 
ObjeQtion ; much of .-whoſe force 
depends on future contingents, and 
I ſhall the rather diſmiſs the proof 
drawn from experience, that I may 

' the ſooner put youin:mind of yourſ 
having promiſed us:another Argus 
ment tothe ſame purpoſe, by ma 
nifeſting the opinion to be agreeas 
ble to Reaſon. 

_  Sophr. 1 underſtand your pleas 
ſure, Zagenins, and ſhall endeavour 
tocomply with it, but the difficul-! 
ty and intricateneſs of the Subje&! 
of our diſcourſe, obliges me to-do! 
it by ſteps; and for fear we ſhould! 
want time for more neceſſary! 
things, 'Iwill not now ſtay to exal 

> mingy 
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nine: whether -alf the:thinga.ahas 
uhereahave appeared above Rear 
rela ; beampenttrabletonis, becauſe 
i | (8 f anieffntial _ oy wt. 
-Iderſtandings, proceeding fromthe 
 thiniperſeRtioni and; limixddnefs-of 


their nature , or only. becauſa.of 


_lome! other ts 


Y maybe (efþecially 
call the ſoul th this lite, -ov/hd infivin}s 


ties xefulting from 1tsftate oPunibis 


with a groſs and:mortakbady.©:: 1: 


Forbearing then todiſcourſc how 


( this camo into my mind; and whe 


thoughts Thad upon ir,; 1 fhall pros 
ceed in my conſiderations z'and-te 
ckar the way for:thoſe that are:v 


J follows Lfhattin the frb place-d- 
g 


ſerve to Fo , on whatever 'he/ 
thought of the faculty in abſtrifo, 
yet:-Reafon operates! according ito: 
Cal reane or Ideas, andcer-. 
tain Axiomes and Propoſitions; iy 
whichasy Prototypdzor Models, 
and' Rites) ani” Mealures , it] con 
2 jug arid makes eſtimates | 


(34) | 
is. eonſonant-to Reafon, or repug 
nandto-'it , we uſually mean thi 
itistither immediately or medi ef 
ly deducible. from, or at-leaft cor 
ſiſtent with , or 'contradiQtory 
one or other of thoſe fandard No 
tions OT. Rules. | 
2: And: this being avemigtl, Icon 
fider mthenextplace, that if theſe 
Rules and '/Notions be ſuch, as are 
abſtraQted only from finite things; 
or are congruous but to them z they! 
may'prove uſeleſs or deceitful tous, 
when 'we go abour to ſtretch the 
beyond: their meaſure, and apply 
them to the infinite God , or tos 
things that involve an Infiniteneſs 
either in multitude, magnitude, or! | 

- Toilluſtrate and confirmthis no- 
tion: give me leave torepreſent-in' 
the third place, that in my opinion! 
all the things that we-maturally do! 
know or can-know, may bedivided' 
into theſe two ſorts: The one ſuch as: 
we may know withont a Medinn: ; 
and the other ſuch as we cannot at: 
tain to, but' by the'i a of 
a Mes 
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are ſuppoſed to! be"b#yjHre , "OE 
nf you pleaſe 7-mate; ſhch as thatZyo' 
'Y lll contradiltories cannot beboth Fogether 

_ /r9e.” The whole is preater than 4-/ 


J oy pare &f it; | Zoory (eprive) Hunts 
Jl ber is erther even or-oda\, &. And: 
$ alſo thoſe” other Trijths;'that = 
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ll andthe ref ore are: 

leable to others. And 

© < very Principles chay 

k very UEWEneT, may be (if. 

ay wy ſpeak) but gradual notions! 
' truth, and but limited and re+ | 
ines Þ vor K0Þ0 ſolute cp VaIver: ; 


Jortions : | 'E 
HMhere hifbes rot 
tion ou ly that of 


# been pore pr 
'hinf grand'S Se Add! 
Ty Confectuetier of this, Hall addch 
$ Geometricians witl tell you, 
there is no proportion betwixt.n ff Rationem 


nite line and an infinite, becault the = _— 
fortner can neverbefd often taken, lms 
as to exceed the: Tatter, 'which ac- 4% poſune 
cording to. Zink Pt Gefirign omen. 


$ Proportion,” it firduldBE Feed tuo (uptrart. 
8 &6: | Of which Premifes the uſ2'1 Pefinir 5- 
would «make is to- perkvade cy Enclidh, * 
that ſince the ADs fy 

tby the Neo Trtd 


_ ] = farntſhed nl] 40d theſe” are 
\F is ahhy ren ents by nan IA 


ig 


tionate 


TE Wer IR EY A i ne nb tb. Pe F ” RS 4 a As 
» 5 - F-- hs Rs FORE I TIONS e SOA - 44 - 
_ 4 L 9 nf OS I Eo Eb E 
Y . \ ne 
\ * 
Les 
ky 
#{ . 
+ 
,” 
e- - Ln 3 
Ly 
d > 
% X a 
a 


I7. employed; to. determine. diven 


Li 
FY 


PY F 


ns 


ets,elj 


(> 
*%, 
Fa 
E: 
4b 
Fae 
$4 
1 


Is 


e evi 


E Ul 


mate 
afely 


e 

Y | ICI 
2 

| hs 


WY | 
anything tolerable acuratttiels7 
om the diſtance 'of -the fixed 
$ Stars'; the' Semidiameter ' of the - 
Earth, bearing no ſenſible propor: 


tion to that of ſo yaſta Sphere as the 


Firmament, whoſe diſtance makes 
the Parallaxes vaniſh; itbeing as to 
ſence all one, whether ato great: A 
remove, a Star be obſery'd fronrthe 
Centre, or from the ſurface [ the 
Earth. b FRRep 
- Zug. Ina matter & Sftraſs;? 3 
lirtle Illuftration by examples, oy 
be very proper andwelcome, 
Sophr. *Tis ſcarce Þt 


very appolite examples;to illiftrare 


things of a kind ſo.abſtraſe and H 


teroclite as thoſe may well b&ſifÞ 
pos'd , that do ſurpaſs 'our Rea- 
fon. q [7 "22 OFT 
- - But yet" ſore aſſiſtance may -be 
borrowed from what/we irfay os 
ſerve/in/that other faculty 'of the 
mind; which is moſt of kin tothe 
IatelleQ,*T mean the Iviiginarion? 
For: when, For inftance; Tthink' of 
a Trian le ora Square, Tfn i nm 
ney an intijitive Zdes (if Imay* 
D 4: 


hn Ta nr 
3 Y & *1yriagen 
ZE gue conkfiing of ten. hou] 


«qm.;fdes, my Imagination] 
aered ich fogreate muy 

> of abem., .and-frames but 2 

_ uſed 5/9 of a Polygon with a: 
ery. Rk mARy- NOS: Fox if (to) 
Fay to 'what the' excel: - 

lent De+Costes has well oblerved in 
the like, 48.38; ſhould endea- ? 


—_ trams! /aeas of a Myriqgon 


xpG Sheen, thay would-be both | 
erp uſed, that his Imegination ; 


d,nat be able clearly-to diferts 


mints them, though the one has * 
$45 Many Gadesasthe other. * 
Sol you would imagine an Atome; | 


of ; which 


> of the. light: panicles ofduſk; - 
ad nt Plan cin- the Sanbeams | 


ars. hor inta 8! 
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nothaving lallea pader any: Fa) . U 
enſes, cannot w_ 

1 bur. ;tion;. | So:when we 


ther of his-infinite. Aat jibutes a and 


voy Perfettions - have oy _ 
F ptons t WE '0 
J but may very well liſicen row td 
be but inadequate ones: And though 
divers - Propoſitions relating to 
things above: Reaſon; feem 'clear 
enbugh to ordinary Wits, yer he 
that {hall with a competent mea- 
F ſure of atteation,, ;curiofity;, and 
| skill, conſider and examine them 
F fall Gnd that cither their parts are 
ihcanſieat- with one another, or 
they invalve contradiftions to ſome 
acknowledged or manifet"Truths, 
ori they: ar6'veil'd over-with dark: 
neſs] and incurabered, with difficul- 
ties, from whence we are riot able 
toirefgue/ them. Thus when: the 
fide and Dingonal of a! Square ars 
propoſed}; we haverilear rand di 
RinftZders of eachiof thens apare; 
ack  whenahoy' arc compared, we 
D9t0 May: 


Per WH, Wy vs eb 
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( 42.) 3 
-may have a conception. of theiriiy 
. commenſurablenets.- Bur yet th 
negative notion, if itbe throughl 
conſidered, and far. enough purſig 
ed, clearly contains that: of a ſtraif 
lines being diviſible, 2»- :3finiru\ 
and that diviſibility. is-incumbred 
with ſo many difficulties, and is {{q 
hard to be reconciled'to ſome cons 
feſled diQates of Reaſon; that (asf 
we have ſeen already) Philoſophers 
and Geometricians that are | cons 
vinc'd of the truth, are to this day: 
labouring to extricate-themſelves 
out of thoſe perplexing intrica- 
CIECS. | > 108 
I will not trouble you: with the: 
puzling, if not inſuperable difficul-: 
ties, that incumber the doQrine of 
£ternity, as "tis 'wont to be-propo-' 
{ed in the Schools of Divines and. 
Philoſophers, left you ſhould: ak © 
ledge. that theſe difficulties ſpring . 
rather from:the bold-afſumptions | 
and groundleſs ſubtleties ! of. the - 
Schoolmen, .than-frony the nature 
of the thing itſelf : But Iawillpro- | 
pole ſomewhat - that:icannvt | be 
3 | denyed, : 


errinfidenyed,- which is, -that ſome-ſub- 
ct 08ſ{tafce:; or other, whether, as |. be- 
uUgnilieve,: God, or as the Peripateticks 
urſg ſay, the.//orld, or as the Epicure- 

i ans congend, arter,. never had a 
JF beginnipg;- that'is, has been for &- 
8 ver.;; Butiwhen we ſpeak of an e- 
J terniry. 4. parte ance (as they call -it) 
we do not-{peak of a thing where- 
of we have no-conception at all, as 
will appear:toa conſidering perſon, 
and yet this:general notion we have 
is ſuch, thar-when we come atten> 
tively. to examine it,. by the ſame 
ways by which we judge of almoſt 
+: all other:thiogs, the Intelle& is 
he #  non-plug'd:- For we muſt conceive, 
1- F that the 'timeeMux'd ſince Adars 
of (or any other man as remote from 
- F usasheis {aid tohayebeen) began 
. # tolive, bears no'more proportion 
4 


to the duration of God, or of Mat- 
ter, than: to: thole few minutes 1 
have! imployed about mentioning 
this inſtance... Nay if, we would be 
Ariſtotelians, the ſame thing may 
be {aid as; to-thoſe mien, that lived 
many thouſand millions: of . years 
SNNHEXS | before 
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nk i but by Joeally-moviag the 
Par pat kþe voter re 
5 ;DEW:'af- incorperenl:! 
ory Gre ove. r- body; which is 
Of may::pals: through without refift> 
: 20, is.thet-which'L feer will be 
. be tet explicable : For if it 
a. the $00; be berngapiote 
STi: ance; Sar ingyer the 
7 ng i iy wg ppt ey) wa. 
760 Body- xightly, dilpos'ds 1; Qiell any 
they frer:'thas dogs ot appear that 
; the-ratjonal Soul doth.giveany _ 
i yon 40:the parts of-the[Body, 'bus 
F only 19469 on: rege/#e that. _ 
yo — 
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Ty Eves 
Ng Oy ah. vations , and 
Ton = other nerladers whei 

1Paate: Of, aqqQUITed, We: :May 
eome$o be bn an/agiurons things 
are, apd-ſa have general and dark 
on _ thn, when dt- —__ 


Fg 
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time we are'at a loſs to: ws ehy 
bow they ca be ſuch,' or ow th 
can ate and perform what th 
do, ſn uppoſing the Truth and ſuf 
ciency of ſome other things we atl 
convinced of. / Tobe ſhort;"inega 
tive apprehenſions'we' may have d 
ſome priviledged things, and pc ; 
tive, but indiſtin& x pprehenſion 
we may. have of others, and: that 
is enough to make' vs in. forme: fors t 
underſtand our cans. and one ano\ 
we ſpeak of: them E 
though yet. when we ſufficiently 
der whatwe ſay, we may find” 
that our words are: not acoompa- : 
nied with clear, diſtinQy and ſym- 
_— Sms ns ns, of thoſe ab- 
| exing :t , 
ſpeak of. xy tm I. th bean I 
already ſhewn, we find by | expe- - 
Tience, that we are unable ſuffici- | 
ently. to. comprehend things, that * 
by.clear and1 legitimate confequen- | 
ces may be evinc'd to be,' why : 
ſhould not this cogently argue, that 
ſome of our conce ptions may:be of 


things,to which ſomewhat m__ 
that 
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"Mithat tranſcends our Reaſon, and 

eſurpaſſes our comprehenſion ? And 

if I would play the Logician with 

My P7rocles, I would'tell him that his 

& Objetion- deſtroys his Opinion : 

Wd For ſince he talks to us of:what'is 

AM incomprehenſible, that term muft 
or muſt not beattended with ſome 

ſuitable Zdea: If ir be not, let him 

confider, whether in his own Phrafe 
he ſpeaks ſence and not like a Par- 

rot; burt'if-it be,. let him then con+ 

feſs, that one may have ſomeckind/ 
of 7dea'of a'thing incomprehenſi-+ 
ble. But';: '/Pyrocles ; whether 'or 
no you think'I prevaricate in this, 

F you will not; Thope, ſulpe&-me of 
#8 doing it; in adding that when \na- 

tural Theology had taught: men, 
(as well Philoſophers as ochers) to 

believe God to be an infinitely per- 

feQ Being, we ought not toſay thar- 
they had 'no-Zdez of ſuch a Being, 
becauſe they had not a clear and ad- 
equate one. ' And fince' Ariftorles 
_ diſcourſes ex: profeſſo and: prolixly: 
enough, ' de| ifinito, and: cites the! 
ancienter Philoſophers for having 


done 
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_ (48) 
| e {0 before him, and {ince be 
fides his Commentators _ oþ 
lowers). Demir tas,” Hipidyrys, -fob 
lowed by:G4ſſentus and other lar 
Philo rs,/ maintain either thailf 
the worldis boundleſs, or that ſpacd 
(real or imaginary) is. not ferite in 
ex#ext, or that the world coolilts of 
Atoms. infinite in number s :I hop - 
you will not put fuch'aniaffrontups 
on: all. theſe great. perſons, as ta 
think they {aid they. knewinot what; 
When they diſcourſed de infinito, ag 
they muſt have done, if they ſpake) 
without Z445, of -the\things they! 
luppoled; that the Subje being; 
znjfinite, the. Ideas they: framed K 
Its, could not: be comprehenſive and: 
| - S9.that according; to you, 
Sophronixe, 'it may. be Gia EK» 
reaſon we: do not properly perceive: 
Things aboue Reaſois; but only per-| 
cerve that-they are'abowe: Reaſon. _ 
kund of Impreſſion. made upon the: 
ynderſtanding, while it ſets it ſelf. | 
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df to:contemplate ſuch” confounding 
 Objects:,- by 'which pecuharity” of 
impreſſion, as|by a diſtindband uns 
wonted:kind-of internal ſenſation; 
the underſtandings broughtxodb 
ſtioguiſh-this ſorr:of xhings. (narne- 
ly) tranſcendent or pris Hedg'd anes 
from others ;'and-difcern then to 
be difgroportionate to the Powers 
withowhich it; uſes: throughly!:tol 
penetrate Subjects, that are notirh» 
atzf pervious:to 4t.; As:when the Eye 
ag looks anto'@:deep Sea; :thoughv1It 


may pierce alittle: way:into 16, yet 


q  when'it!wduld:look:deeper, ritidiſl 


covets::nothingi-but © Jomewhat 
which:is:darkahdundiftin@& which 
affetznthe'idenfory>fo:'differingly: 
from whiatother more genuiheob- 
jects ars wdntto do, that by tive 
 ealily:diſcern} that” our: fight:fails: 
un:ta the] way/deforitarrvesar 
the bottom; ;artd!iconfequently:that: 
therathay bemainy; chingsconceabd: 
ka SOARES IS -unable 'D.- 

vbolyomnios af 36d ans 
Tra bi guels, Hoirthermens by: 
tlib ſtencelyon * "ak 
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after ſo long a debate, that yo 
havenow ſaid as much as at preſenj 
you think fit to fay for and againf 
this' Propoſition 3 that there a 
Things above our Reaſon. | 
-- Sophy.-:I ſhall not, for my part 
erals your Obſervation, Zimotheus 
but inſtead of adding any new 


pm ; ſhall only defire you 'to 
okbackupon thoſe I have preſent- 


edi you already, and to let-me re- 
mind: you, that of the two Argus 


by 


merits by which Iattempted to fhew: 
that there are. ſome [things above 
Reaſon , the firſt and chiefeſt was: 
fuggeſtedby Experience , and-the: 
other which was drawn from the 
nature of things and'of man; was: 
brought as *twere, ex abnndinri,: toi 
uftrate and: confirm:the former, 
and give occaſion to ſome 'hints'a- 
baut-/priviledg'd- SubjeQts.': And: 
therefore-though'1 hope what: has: | 
beendiſcours'dby theſe Gentlemen: 
and me;:may beable:to:perſwade: 
Pyroctes, that the acknowledgment: 
that forme things are above Reaſon 


| bt Rates 
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WS 
 Qatesof it, yet whatever he thinks 
[ | cogency of our diſcourſe, the 
W eruch of rhe main conclufion may 
ef be ſufficiently evine'd'by our firft 
F Argument drawn- fron expert 
J ence : For if we really find, that 
there are things which our Reafon 
cannot comprehend; rhert whether 
the account theſe Gentlemen antd:I 
have given, why our faculties arg 
inſufficient , for theſe Ws 
good of nor; yet fllfor&trite ac: 
count or other there muftbe of that 
inſufficiency. And as' we: ſhould 


very thankfully receive*from #41 
cles, any berter account than whas 
we have propoundet;”To'if hecan- 


not aſſign any better,” Thopetie will 
joyn wich us in looking yþbn this, 
as very agreeable ro'our Hypothse- 
ſis; ſince hereby ſore clithgs'mi 


(52) 


..1, £ag.,.l am not averſe, Sophromifl, 
«, from, your Paradox about gr 

ava notions, and Iam the more ig}. 
clin'd, to think, that ſome of thi; 
Axioms and Rules that are repute} 
to be very general, are not to be inf} 
differently extended to all Subjeayl | 


4 + *- 


and caſes whatſoever; when I con 
lider the differing apprehenſions 
that the mind may frame of the 
me, object, as. well according tg 


. Y 


ſhould 
ftance; 
the Fri RAS 


eyes.to ſee. the Scheme imployed 
for the demonſtration, . yet if you 


ſhould ſpend a whole year about it, | 


E 


3. - JO 
Prom you would never be able to "mak 
i Fi him underſtand it,becaufe *ris quits 
7p "ey above the reach'of a Childs « capaci- 
ry: And'if one ſhould fta it he 
be grown a man, yet ſy uppoſing 
him to have never learned Pine 
try, though he may eafily” know 
J what you-mean by twoincommen- 
f furable lines, yet all the reaſon he 
has attained to-ir his virile age, 
would -but' indiſpoſe him to attain 
| to that demonſtration for all the 
OE experience he may have had of 
lines, will but have ſuggeſted to 
him as a manifeſt 'and general 
truth, that of any two ftrait lines 
we may by meaſuring find how ma- 
ny Feet, Inches, or other, determi- 
nate meaſure,  the'otte exceeds the 
other. 'And though one that has 
been orderly” inſtrated im all that 
long train of Propoſitions, that in 
Fuclid's Elements precede. the one 
hundred and ſeventeenth” of the 
tenth Book; will be: alfoable to Ur: 
rive at an'evidence' gf this truth, 
that thoſe two Lines are tncommentſi 
#able; yet (as'Sophronms formerly 
B33 noted) 
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gpted) how. it ſhould be poſlib 
tn 
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that two ſhort Lines being prop 


ſd, whereof each by it ſelf is eaf 
Iy meaſurable. among, thaſe inou 
merable; multitudes of parts int 
Which each of them may .be men 
_tally;divided, there ſhapld'not by 
any one.capable of exattly meaſy 
Ting both. - is: that which even | 
Geometpician that knows it is true 
15 not TY able: to conceive. / But; 
Gentlemen, that.you may not ac 
cuſe my_digrefſion , 1 ſhall- urge 
theſe compariſons no. further, my 
icope 1n*mentioning them being tg 
obferve.to you, that for ought we 
know to the contrary, ſuch.a diffe-W 
rence. of .1ntelleQtual Abilities as is 
but gradual .1n.Children and:Men, | 
may be eſſential in differing ranks 
of Intellectual Beings.-' And ſo it 
may, be, that ſome of thoſe Axiomg 
that we think general, may, when: 
we apply chem to things whereof 
they are;nox; the: true and proper” 
meaſures,ead. us into error,though 
Rerhaps Intelle&ts of an higher or- ' 
der may ynriddle thoſe di ales 
< at 


: 5 4 2 oh ps Va! IRS EIPRTY © ES "7 b BY * ly A BN noe ard Te Brad & C Ls 46h " 
; Y ou SY Vt LS 23 FED" Pe "NIERGS _ H-3 « 1 © 2 * YL Oe > Ta: 
. - t [4 fi P47 
4 - 
Pp; £2808 
( ! } 


bil that confound-us men, -whicks con- 
of jeture- I ſhould confirm by forhe 
things that would be readily-grant- 
ed me by Chriſtians; "if T thought 
it proper to play 'the-Divine'in a 
diſcourſe purely Philoſophical. - * 
Pyrocl. You',: Gentlemen', have 
taken the liberty-to make 'long-dif- 
courſes, and 1 ſhall not much blame 
you for it, becauſe *tis a thing as 
moreeaſily, ſo more/fpeedily done, 
to propoſe difficulties than: tofolve 
them ; yet methinks amongſt you 
all, you have left: one part 'of my 
ObjeCtion unan{wer'd, not'to ſay 
umouch'd. 2215979523. 26? 
Sophr. I ſuppole:, Pyrocles, 'you 
mean what you ſaid about diſcern- 
ing inviſible things with the Eye, 
but I purpoſely forbore-to take no- 
tice of that , becauſe I forefaw it 
'might be more ſeaſonably*done?, 
after 'fome other points had-been 
clear'd: Whetefore give me leave 
ow to repreſent to you; as & Cv- 
rollary from the foregoing dilcour- 
fes, that nothing hinders- bae-th# 
we may 19 ſuppoſe}, & 
| 4 
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Bt She ſearches out and contemplates 
ey her own ſpirituality and union with 
10 off the Body. The Intellect judges 
168 wherein its own nature | confifts, 
and' whether or no it ſelf be a di 
I ſtin&t. faculty-from the Will ;- and 
& to come yet cloſer to the point, be 
pleaſed to conſider, that Logickand 
Metaphyſicks are the works of the 
Humane' Intelle& , which by- fra- 
8 ming thoſe diſciplines, manifeſts, 
nd that it does not only judge of Ra- 
is B tiocinations, - but of the very Prin- 
n | ciples and Laws of Reaſoning, and - 
d FF teaches what things are neceſſary 
K 
I 


to the obtaining of an Evidence and 

Certainty ;/ and what kind of Afe- 
, | aiums they. are from whence:you 
muſt not expect any demonſtrative 

Arguments, concerning ſuch or 
ſuch a ſubject. To ws things it 
iS agreeable, that 1f we will com- 
pare the bodily Eye with the Un- 
derſtanding, which is the Eye of 
the Mind, -we muſt allow this-dif- 
ference, that the Intelle& isas well 
a Looking-glaſs as a Senſory, fince 
it does notonly-{ce other things but 
| It 


(58) 

it ſelf too, and can diſcern its owt 
blemiſhes or bad conformation, : 61 
whatever other infirmitiesit labour} 
under. Upon which conſideration; 
we may juſtifie the boldneſs of © 
excellent PYeralam, who when he 
ſets forth the four ſorts of Idols'(as 
he calls them) that miſlead the tus 
 diers of Philoſophy, makes one of 

them to be /dola Tribis, by which 
he means thoſe Notions, that tho? 
radicated. in the very nature of 
mankind, are yet apt to. miſlead us, 
which may confirm what I was fay-. 
ing before , that the Soul , when 
duly excited, is furniſhed with a 
light, that may enable her to judge 
even of divers of thoſe original No-. 
tions, by which ſhe is wont tojudge | 
of other things. To be ſhort, the 
Soul upon tryal may find by an in- 
ward ſence, that ſome things ſur- 
pals her forces, as a blind man that _ 
were ſet to lift up/'a rock would 
quickly find it too uaweildy to be 
manag'd by him , and the utmoſt 
exerciſe of his ſtrength would but 
convince him of the inſufficiency 
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I of it, toſurmount ſo great a weight 
or reſiſtance; ſo that we do not 
pretend that the Eye of the Mind 
{hould ſee Inviſibles, but only that 
it: ſhall diſcern the limits of- that 
Sphere of Activity, within which 
Nature hath bounded: it, and con- 
ſequently that ſome ObjeQts are dif- 
proportionate to it. And Iremem- 
ber that Ariftotle himſelf lays, that 
the eye ſees both light and darkneſs, 
which: expreſſion , * though fome- 
5, | what odd, may be defended by ſay- 
Y- 8 ing, that though fince darkneſs is 
74 a Privation, not a Being, it cannot 
a 
- 


properly. be the objeCt of fight, 'yet 
it may be perceived by means of the 
Eye, by the very differing affe&ion 
which that Organ reſents, whentt 
15 1impreft: on by luminous / or 'en> 
lightned- ObjeQs , and when it 1s 
made uſeleſs to us by darkneſs. -:_ 
Timoth, What you have faid, 
Sophronins , has. in great-part- pre* 
vented one thing thar might be ſaid 
to ſtrengthen Pyrocles his objection; - 
namely, that whereas when weſte 
with our bodily eyes, there - = 
| ides 
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(6) 
tides the 'outward Organ art inter 
nal and rational faculty, that per 
ceives by the-help of the eye,- that 
which is not directly the obje&'of. 
fight in the Eye' of the Mind; the' 
Intelle&, there is but one faculty. 
to perceiveand judge : For. accord-\ 
ing to your notion, 1t may be well 
anſwered, 'that the. Intelle& being. 
capable by its/proper light, to judge 
of it ſelf and-its'own atts'as well as 
of other things, there is no need of 
two Principles, the one to-perceive 
and the other-to judge, ſince'one is 
- ſafficient for both thoſe purpoſes. 
Pyrocl. When I have time to're- 
 fleQtonallthatThave heard alledg'd 
amongſt you, Gentlemen,I ſhall 
conſider how far your Arguments 
ought to obtain my aſſent : But in 
the meanwhile I muſt tell you, that 
they will ſcarce have all the ſucceſs 
I preſume you deſire, unleſs you 
add ſomewhat to free me from what 
yetſticks with me of a ſcruple, that 
1s much of the nature of that which 
E formerly ' propoſed, being this' x 
Flow we can juſtifie: our preſuming t0 
| | 2 aiſconrſe 
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diſcourſe at al of things tranſcend; 
po ? For, -cannob I 
howa. man-that admits.your opi- 
nions, - ca aca ve ſpeak (and 
to-ſpeak otherwiſe. miſ-becomes a 
rational creature): of what is infi- 
nite or any thing that ſurpaſſes our 
reaſdn.; fince when; we diſcourſe 
w | of ſuch things ,..cither our; words 
e | are, or\axe.not- accompanied. 
s | clear anddiftinat Zd4a#or conorpe. 
f ons of the things. we: ipeakofi:i If 
».4 they beinot,, what do:we other than 
 # ſpeak nonſence, .or (as hath been 
already ſaid) like ;Parrots entertain 
our Hearers with words ; that-we 
ourſelves do not underſtand ; [and _ 
if zhey;be,'then.we do. in effe&t com- 
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prebend thoſe things, which yet you _ 


would-have me think tobe on ſome 
account or other, /ncomprehenſible, 
Sephy. 1 acknowledge this'diffi- 
culty; Pyrocles, to be a great one; 
but yet.Lthink it not ſo great as that 
t to;interdiQ us all diſcour- 
ſing-of things aboye-Reaſon : And 
this, ouldperhapsappear probable 
enough, 'k »AS:Four objection bor- 
$05 es a. ; oOws. 


rows much: 9 f what You haye for 

merly alledg', 10 Imay b allbwes 

as well _ repeat at fomet things ag 
ofe 


made 
'be reminded 6 

of the chief, Points of your rdorine, 
4s well 2s to Con anec?- them with 

7 © you ſhall judge © fit to 0 {frengeh- ; 

wor illuftrace them, 
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(63) 

© foriſthe method of our conference has 
wed been ſo much diſturb'd ; becauſe 1 
'Prolf think ſuch a free wayof diſcourſing, 
01. wherein emergent thoughts if they 
Not be conſiderable, are permitted to 
> ſoz] appear as they ariſe inthe mind, is 
you more uſeful than a nice merhod 1n a 
Icky debate about an uncultivated and 
s IF highly importantubject, in which 
b< JF Ithink we ſhould aim ar firft rather 
ne | to inquire than: to reſolve, and to 
19 | procure as many hints and-conſide 
e .N rations as. we-can, in order to our 
! 


fuller! information againft ournext 
meeting, without ſuppreſling an 
that is true or uſeful, -anly becauſe 
itagrees not ſo well with a regular 
method, as it-does, withthe defign 
of our conferenee. oo 
Sophr. Without refleQting upon 
eitheriof thoſe Gentlemen that have 
# beenpleaſed: to accuſe themlelyes; 
# TIfſhballreadily comply with the mo- 
tion made by 73»w0thews, andafter 
having propoſed ſome diſtinCtions' 
make application of ther.” 
And the better tocleay rhis mat- 
ter in-reterence to Pprocies's objetti- 


on, 


things be-fim ors 
they may be A, 


25-ATC particular or 
UCch as are 


ough h 1 
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Whaye an adequate, of others, but an 
NJ nadequate conception; as if we ſup- 
poſe the Navigator T was ſpeaking 
J of, ſhould look towards the main 
Sea, though he might ſee a good 
way diſtinQly , - yet at lengrh it 
would appear ſo darkly and confu- 
ſedly to him, that at the verge of 
the ſenſibleHorizon,his ſight would 
make him judge that the Sea and 
Sky come together , and yet he 
would conclude that the utmoſt 
part of the Sea he could deſcry,was 
but a part of the Ocean, which 
may,for ought he knows,reach to a 
vaſt extent beyond the viſible Ho- 
r1zon. were 
To our confuſed, and often alſo 
8 toour inadequate conceptions, be- 
8 long: many of thoſe that may be 
"8 called Negative, which we are 
"8 wont to imploy when we ſpeak of 
F# Privations or Negatinns, as Blind- 
neſs, Ignorance, Death, &c. We 
have a poſitive des of things that 
are ſquare and round, and black and 
white, andin ſhort of other things, 
whoſe” ſhapes” and colours make 
Sc F them 


66 56). 
them the objeQ: of our fi ight : Bu if 
en we ſay, 'for inſtance, that = 
Sp it or an Atome is inviſible 
ſe words are attended with a ng 
Ber 7e conception , which is com 
ys but Jerk and confuled' be 
& *tis indefinite., and remove; 
or lays aſide thoſe marks, b y which 
weare wont part ts 2rceive and 
diſtingu iſh viſi ble ances: And 
Ikea we fay that bk a thing is 
ſible, we have ſome kind of 
conception of what we ſpeak of, but 
*tis a very obſcure and indiſtin ; 
one at beſt, exhibiting only a gene- 
ral and very confuſed repreſentati-Þ 
on of ſome ways, whereby one 
might think the thing likely to be. 
effected if it were at all performa- 
ble, accompanied with a percepti- 
on of the inſufficiency of thoſe. 
ways. Theres yet another diffe- 
TEE in the notions we have of 
hings, which though not wont to 
be Era, is to0 important to be 
ere pretermitred, and it is this: 
t of ſome things we have a 
knowledg, that for want of a fitter 
j "ter m 
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nay: /beinalled- 1mary'on dis 

ie anch and of plbtgri things the 
1 knpwiedge wehaveis acquired-but 
a ng. it from: fore 'mare 
known-or eleareri truth ; | and 19 
may; be called; inferr'd ar. jllative 
knowledge. As when a Geomes 
tricign,defines to me an Hyperbale, 
I. qwickly-gain a glear and diftin} 
Hes. of it, but when be:proves to 
mn that this! Hyperhole may' have 
{ucha relation to a frrait line which 
be. calls 4/ptate , that this line 
being continued fill comes nearer | 
a nearer tothe prolonged fide of 
the Hyperbola, and” yer haw far ſo- 

>= cyer both be drawn, 'twill never 
>| cometotouchit; his ſubtildemon- 
8 firations preſent me with aniofer'd 
or llative truth, at which we ar- 
rv not-but by the help. of a train 
of ratiocinations , and on which if 
we. exerciſe | our. imagination, we 
ſhall find this faRitious truth,if we 
may.ifo call it, accompanied bur 
witha very dim and coofuſed dee. 
Fathe foregoing diftin&tions; give 
\2e"trd to add but this one: mare, 
O9!- | F.2 which 
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which belongs chiefly to the notiy.. 
ons we have oftrue'or falſe propefil;; 
tions;namely; that of our concepth 
ons of things,fome are Smmetrical 
(ifImay ſo call them) or every way 
conſiſtent, by which 1 mean thok 
that have theſe two qualifications 
the oze thatall the'parts are-conſ[ ſts 
ent among' themſelves, and the's- 
ther that the entire /dez is conſiſts 
ent with all other truths ; and ſome! 
are Chymer ical or Ahpmmetrical, by: 
- which T underſtand thoſe that are? 
either ſelf-deſtroying by the contra-* 
Tiety of the parts themſelves they. 
are made up of, as if one ſhould” 
talk of a riangular ſquare,ora Sun-\ 
ſhiny night ; or being extravagant, | 
lead to ſome: manifeſt ablurdity , Nl 
that may be legitimately inferred | 
from them , or into inextricable *' 
difficulties, or involve a real repug- 
nancy to ſome acknowledg'd truth, 
or rule of Reaſon. o 
'To whatT have hitherto aid , I'3 
muſt add theſe two obſervations: | 
The Firſt, that the mind of Magn is 
ſo framed , that when ſhe is duly 
inſftruſted. 


n 
of 
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(69) 
gdmoftrudted and is not wanting toher 
Melt ;:{he can; TCcelve;a want of 
MH light-io her ſel for ſme: purpoſes, 
1 or of clearneſs and completeneſs in 
ll the beſt {das ſhe is:able to frame 
& of ſome things; and on this account 
2.8 can fo far take notice of the, extent 
. and imperfeQuon of her own facul- 
ties, as todiſcern:that ſame-obje&s 
are: diſproportionateito-her 4: : Av 
when we attentiyely. conſider: the 
dimenſionsof ſpace; or(ifthe:Car- 
teſians: judge aright , that: bodp:is 
nothing: but extended: ſubſtance: 
thoſe-of the Univerſe;/-we _— 
'F tryal-perceive that: we cannot com 
F ceivethem. ſo great!;;but thatchey 
8 maybeyet greater, or it you ;pleafe 
may; exceed the;bounds, howrre- 
mote-foever, | whith- our former 
conception preſumidtoaflign them; 
which may beilluftrated by:wwhar 
happens:to the eyes;:when-1thooks 
upon:the main-Seag ſince aveeatts 
ly growſenſible cthathow farfoever 
we -ean-diſcover-itcyetiourtight 
talls:far ſhort, ofthe extent ofitias 
vaſt objett. And *tis by the ſenſe 
FT P42 which 


(3d) 
-which the munthas of her Own 
mMitedneſsand imperfeRion bn { 
_ tain-occafions} thartthinl me R 
eſtimate what things © 
and what ought46!be lob by ” I 
as Zhings tone eſa, for by thi 
'Ferm, I woulkbnot have you rt , 
Imean fuch-things'as our ration 
Acuſkty-canhovaratl react: toy 6 ) 
tas not abytkin$of perception of 
fdr obTIuckchings we'cannor mitt 
ticthar! cither {peak! or think Yk 
med: Burimy meaning js this, thi 
whereas ihdorioaadSouf 1£60nKi 
yeogn herowniafs ind reels; thi f 
knows divers :{orts of Ty 
truly arid clearlyz2and thereb *" 
Iy:cbnctudes theft tobe ary 
compaſs of her ficulties; when 
contemplatesiforhe few things thitÞ 
Keni:to be:ofanothtr-order;; ſheds 
cobvinc'd that however ſhe! Rid 
o——_—_ ſhetras no ſues | 
ps of them; > tho4gk 
e:b&thole obkas hy 
_ diſpmwpaortionate to'lfer be 
culties:: Anda Wy AVE = 
wr vogth ' 254” Firs # F: fo 9HG01 6. 
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_— 
al .. The other thing that Iwasto.ob- 
br Fo about the nature of the, 
is; that *tis ſo conſtituted, that.its 
culty. of drawing conſequanges 
1908 from. known truths, 3 is of ,greatgr 
ui cxtent -than its power: of framing 
 clear-and diſtin&t Jagas of things: 
o that by ſubtle or ſucceſlive inte: 
res it may atfain.to a clear con- 
viction that, Tome; things ares 
whole nature and properties (ore at 
leaſt of ſome of them) -it can frame 
no clear and | ſatisfaQtory concepti- 
ons.,.; And that men{bould be hee: 
ter able to infer propoſitions about 
divers..things, Shan. to Dj ecinn 
their-nature, needs the 
dred at, both becauſe *tis pres 0g 
cas for our-ules.to know that 
ſuch things are; though that know- 
ledge be .not, accompanied with a 
clearand diſtin& /4e43and becauſe 
oftentimes the Rules (fuch aswhor- 
ee), 5h lp = uſt, bavye di caafe 5 
ad, from:Truth, wot id righthy fot- 
laws bi. Truth) ave. clear andeafic 
that enable the;Mind to. iferioon- 
dluſions about things, whoſe nature 


F 4 is 


FAA : 
is very dark, and abſtruſe: - 
208g. 1 know; Sophronins”, that 
you have not laid down theſe preliz 


minary diftinQions 'and remarks 
without deſigning /to'make uſe of: 
them ,-which the'little time that? 
now remains to manage our confe-! 
renee/in, calls upon you to proceed! 


to-do. 


bg 


« ' Sophr. 1 was juſt going to ſay, 
Pugenins', that after whiat Thave ' 
| I hopeir may now be ſea-. 
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onable to apply the newly deliver- 
ed Notions to- the three ſorts of - 
things that I formerly repreſented ' 


as being in ſome ſence above #eaſor. 


' For I conſider, that there' are ſome + 


objeAs of ſo immenſe and peculiar 
a nature, that (if T-may fo ſpeak) 


by an eaſe view of the mind, that ' 
15 without any ſubtle and laborious 


diſquifition, the Soul diſcerns;' and 
aSit were feels the ObjeCt to be dil- 
proportionate toher powers = And 
accordingly-if ſhe thinks fit.to try, 


ſhequickly finds her ſelf unable to. 
frame conceprions of. them fit tobe 


. "jets 


acquieſc'd in, and this fort 6F Ob-- 


(73) 
jeQs 1 do upon that account call in- 
conceivable, or (on ſome occafions) 
J /upra-intellettual. BE 
SY But when by attentively confi- 
J dering the attributes and 'operati- 
ons of things, we ſometimes find 


*. 


that a thing hath ſome property be- 


'F longing to it , -or doth perform 
'F ſomewhat, which by reflecting on 
/» | the beings and ways of working 
& | that we know already, we cannot 


< | diſcern to be reducible to them or 
- | derivable from them, we then'con- 
"8 clude this property or this'opera- 
tion to be iexplicable ; thatis, fuch 
as that it cannot fo much as in a ge- 


neral way be intelligibly accounted 


for, and this makes the ſecond ſort 


of our things above Reaſon. - But - 


this is not all, for the Rational Soul 
that is already furniſhed with in- 
nate, or at leaſt primitive eas and 


Rules -of true-and falſe, when ſhe 
comes to examine certarn, things 


and make ſacceſſive inferences a- 


bout then, ſhe finds (ſornierimes to. 
her WOE © Welles HONED IBIE, 
| con-' 


» 


CORR. + - OR 
conſequences as true & good whi 


ſhe is not able to reconcile to ſom} 
other manifeſt T ruth, or acknowy © 
ledged Propoſition : And whereay 1 
for Tru s are ſo harmonious * 
tween any two of them 


and the reſt, without admit {7 
grand ahlprojity which Jubyerts thy 
oundation of our Teaſonings, 


| f 7 _ Contradidtories may both be true, 


AS.in the controverlis: about the 


& 


ndlefs divifibility of a frait line," 
_ Un 7is manifeſt that a line of three. 


oot for jnſtance is thrice as long as 
a line of one foot, ſorhar the ſhort- 
T line. is, but the third part of the 


onger, ;it would follow that a part 


_ of aline may contain as many parts 
LEGAS af dj f 142g > »- z of 4 
bole, fince each of them is 


I 
— A 6 Fg 
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le into infinite parts, which; 
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ems repugnant, to common ſence,! 
and to'contradict one of thoſe com» 
mon. Notions in £xcl;d , whereon - 
Geometry 
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Geowvictty it felf is boaſe 
which ateount I have ye 
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heſſ the queſtion you take,” 


eff the '6bjeQiotis that may be urge 
fl to ſhow thar you cbntratiet fone 
o He or ſome other acknow- 
= kedged truth. "318 
Theſe, Eugenius. , are ſons of 
the copfiderations T which 1 hay 
been tiduced to diffihguiſh 
things that; to, me ſeri] to over 
match our Reafon,ino three kind: 
For of thoſe things Thave ftiPd W4- 
concetoable, our Fleas ar6 but ſuctt 
as 4 moderate atterition ſuffices to 
take the mind ſenfible e that {be 
wants eith tight or exter tend! 
tOhave a cltarand full <omprehen 
fionpf them; And th thing S' Gy 
Thave called Inexplizgble, ate the > 
which" e carinot- Prot 

"head 


(76) 
the /deas we are. furniſhed _ 
with, and to reſemble in their man-] ® 
ner of working any of the Agents © 
whoſe nature we are acquainted j ** 
with : And. laſtly ,: thoſe - things! 
which 1 have named | Unſeciable, are” 
ſuch as have Notions belonging to. 
them, or haye concluſions deduci-\ 
ble from them, that are (for ought 
we can diſcern) ei#her incongruous | 
to our. primitive /dzas ,-or When | 
they aredriven, home, ..inconſiftent 
with the manifeſt Rules weare fur- | 
niſhed with, to judge of True-and 
Falſe. - .. 
_  Eug.1-preſume, Sophronius, that 
by ſorting things above Reaſon into 
three kinds, you do not intend to 
deny but that *tis poſſible one objeCt 
may.in differing regards be refer- 
red to more than one of thele ſorts. 
Sophr..You apprehend me. very 
Y he, Eugenins, and the. truth of 
t you lay may ſufficiently ap- 
bog in that, nobleſt. of. ObjeQs , 
God. 
Timoth: We owe: b much to 
Hod, , the -moſt perfeft of. Beings, 
nor 


FF not only for other bleſſings, but for 
| thoſe very IntelleCts that enable us 
$ to contemplate him, that ſhall be 
very glad to learn any thing that 
may increaſe my wonder and vene- 
ration for an Obje&, to whom Ican 
never pay enough of cither. 

JS FHphr. You ſpeak like your ſelf, 
t | Zimothenus, and I wh I wereas able 
> | as Iought to be willing, to fatisfie 
F# your defire: But ſince we are now 
diſcourſing like Philoſophers, not 
Divines, Iſhall proceed to ſpeak of 
that gloriouſeſt of Objes , But as 
his Nature or ſome of his Attributes 
afford me inſtances to the purpoſe, 
for which I preſum'd to mention 
him. hen God therefore made 
the World out of nothing, or (if 
Pyrocles will not admit the Creati- 
on) when he diſcerns the ſecreteſt 
thoughts . and intentions of the 
Mind, 'whez he unites an immate- 
rial Spirit to a humane Body, and 
maintains, perhaps for very many 
years, that unparallel'd union'with 
all the wonderful conditions he has 
annex'd to it; whey, I fay, he doth 
theſe 
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lies us wath inſtances of thingg; 


\. 


that are {pexplicable : For ſuch opgy 
rations are not reducible to any 9 
is ways of working known to us; 
Ince our own Minds can but modi 
fy themſelves by divers manners of 
thigking ; and as for things withz 
Qut us, all that one body can do tg 
anather by acting on it, 1s to com? 
municate local motion to it, and 
thereby produce in it the natural 
conſequences of ſuch motion ; in 
all which there is no ation like 
any of thoſe I juſt now aſcrib'd to 
God. Andif we conſider that the 
prezſcience of thoſe future 'events 
that we: call contingent, being a 
perieQtion, is not to be denyed to 
God; who is by all acknowledged 
the perfeCteſt of Beings, and thay 
yet the greateſt Wits that have la-. 
boured to reconcile this infallible 
przcogaition with the liberty of 
mans will, have been. reduced to 
maintain ſome thing or other, that 
thyarts ſome acknowledged truth 
or 


mm T_T: 


a 1s 


th Nor diate of Reaſon: If 1 lord 
1, conſider this (Ifay) it will '2 


lg Js us an inſtance of org S whoſ 
Opel conſiſtency and whoſe Frinmetry 


5 Reaſon cannot d 


' off with the body of f other truths, our 
1s cern, and which 
dif therefore ought to be referred to 
S ON that ſort of "ib s above Reaſon, 
that I call Unſociable. And now I 
come to the third fort of theſe 
things which is thatI formerly men- 
tion'd, firſt under the name of 7»- 


it comprehenſible or ſupra- intelleQual : 


which Title, whether or no it be- 
longs to any other ObjeQt, (which 
I will not now enquire ) doth cer- 
tainly belong to God, whoſe Nature 
comprehending all perfeQions in 
their utmoſt poſſible degrees, isnot 
like to be comprehenſible by our 
minds, who altogether want dzvers 
of thoſe perfeCtions, and have but 
moderate meaſures , (not to call 
them ſhadows) of the reſt. Weare 
' indeed born with, or at leaſt haye 
a power and divers occaſions to 
frame an zee of a Being infinitely 
perfe&, and by this 1dea we me 
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ſufficiently diſcriminate the Ori Jy 0023 
nal of it, God, from all other Obate 
jeas whatſoever. But then, when 
we come to conſider attentively & 
minutely what is contained in the 
notion of Omnipotence, Omniſcis 
_ ence, Eternity , and thoſe other 
divine Attributes that are all united 
in that great confluence and abyſs 
of perfeCtions, God ; we may be 
{ure to find, that our faculties are 


exceedingly ſurmounted by the! tl 
vaſtneſs and gloriouſneſs of that" ſ 
unlimited and unparallePd pbjeA ;Þ * 


about which, 4s we can diſcover 
that it exiffs, and that it poſſeſſes * 
all the perfeiFion we can conceive, 
fo we may at the ſame time diſcern, 
that it muſt have degrees of ark 5 
02,which becauſe of the inferiority 
of our Nature, we are not able to 
conceive. "q 
And yet this diſcovery of Gods 
Incomprehenfibleneſs may be made 
without ſubtle diſquiſitions , and 
without trains of conſequences, 
though not without due atteation,. 
by a dire view of the Mind (if I 
may 
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ol Q2ay: ſo term it; ) who finds her. 
)b4felt upon tryal as, unable fully to 
270 meaſure the divine per feitions as the 
ll dimenſions of ſpate , which we can 
ff conceive to be greater and greater, 
A without ever being able. to deter- 
I mine any extent beyond whole li- 
TS mits they cannot reach. © | /;- 
- .. Pprocles. 1 ſuſpe&ted Sophrom; 
by the tenour of, your Diſcourſe 
that the laſt Queſtions theſe Gen- 
tlemen - asked- you, diverted you 
from ſaying ſomewhat more than 
you did by way of application of 
your preceding Diſcourſe. 
Sophron. 1 was then indeed a+ 
bout to make, as I now ſhall, this 
uſe of what I had. been ſaying ; 
- that I readily acknowledge that 
*ris an arrogance to talk of infinite 
or of priviledg'd things, with the 
lame confidence, or to pretend to 
do. it. with the Tame: clearnels , 
wherewith knowing men may 
ipeak: ' of things unqueſtionably 
within the compaſs. of our Intel- 
lect ;: But that this need not 
hinder us from ſpeaking, nordoth 


G diſable 
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difible vs from NS rat onal 
Iy of priviledg themitlve A 
For all the ns ke har are allow 
able are not of the ſame ſort N 
—_ 1, and if nome were to be a 
[but thoſe that enable us tf 
th ive us-4 clear and diftins Q 
owledee of- all that it contains 
or thay t longs to it, 1 ruſt cor 
feſt that we Have no good Notionll 
of priviledg'd things in particular; 
Bi! then I muſt add, that I fear 
we have few or rione ever of thi 
ny things that we think our ſelves 
very knowing in. And when wel 
2ak of things as being above 'Rea- 
Þ, thout > 4 have no clear, di- 
nila and adequate Notion of 
them, yet we may have a general 
eonfus'd and inadequate Notion 6f 
them , Which may ſuffice to make 
us diſcriminate their refpeQive Ob- 
feQss from all elſe, and from one 
another ; as may be obſery'd in ſe- 
veral Zazas that are negatively 
fram'd, ſuch as thoſe we a] 


lavifible , incomprekieaſible , 
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oat. in others which I foritderly call'd 


fyel Znferr'd ; beoatife they acco 

z5w4 oy the rentote inferences where 

all one truth is concluded from ano- 
ther : as when Geometricians _ 
from foie propofitrons in Eucli 
that any ſtrait lme may Ve divided 
farther and farther wkbout ſtop. 
_—_ of _ and _ rqret __ 
| fitrons a previtel g' 
| are not quite deftirare of a «ori 
ble Notions 3 as. miy appear bp 
ſome 'of the ad 1ngemons 
Speculations of Nathemiricianis a- 
bout the Aﬀe@tions 'of furd. Niim- 
bers, and about imcommenſurable 
Magnitudes , aboutfome 6f which 
we have no fuch clear and fynime- | 
rrical Conceptions as we have-of 
"many other things, that are of a 
nearer and 'more intelligibte order. 
And on this ocetfion Tſhall notſcra- 

te to 'acknowledge, that gry 
by my'own Experience, and :part- 
1y by the Confeffions of others, 
and by thetrunſaccesful Attempts, 
Tam mduc'd to think that 'God, 
who iis'a moſt free Agent, having 

G 2 been 


— 


= © 


been pleas'd to make Intelligent Be- 
_ ings, may perhaps have made them 
of differing Ranks,orOrders, where. 


of Men may not be of the Princi- 
pal; and that whether there be 
uch Orders or no, he hath atleaſt 


made us Meny of a limited nature 
(in general) and of a bounded Ca- 


pacity. Congruouſly to this I think 


alſo, that he hath furniſhed man 


either with certain innate Zaeas or ' 
Models and Principles, or with a. 
Faculty or Power and Diſpoſition. 
eaſily to frame them, as it meets . 
with occaſions (which readily oc- 


cur) to excite them : But becauſe 


that (as I lately noted) God intend- ' 
ed the mind of Man butof a limi-., 
ted Capacity, his Underſtanding | 
15 ſoconſtituted that the inbred or 
eaſily acquir'd /dzas and primitive 


Axioms wherewith it is furniſh- 
ed, and by Relation or Analogy 
whereunto it judges of all other 
Notions, and Propoſitions, do not 


extend to all knowable Objects - 


whatſoever ; but reach only to 
ſach as have a ſufficient Aftinity, 


OT 


22 on wa os wy a wo 


8 ” "2 x - "EY 4; pa” 4.4 (6 \&y bt ” p = _—_ By 4 " Eo 
G2 --* Ig . TED EE IE a8 % 
” 


or bear ſome proportion to. thoſe 
Primary /das and Rules of Truth, 
which are ſufficient if. duly im- 
prov'd, to help us to the attain- 
ment, though not of the perfect 
knowledge of truth's of the high- 
eſt Orders, yet to the Competent 


Knowledge of as much truth as 


God thought fit to allow our minds 
in their preſent” ( and perchance 


laps'd) Condition, or ſtate of Uni- 


on with their mortal Bodies. _ 
Eugen. Your Opinion, Sophroy. 

if I apprehend itaright, contains 

two very differing Aſertions; - one 


that itis allowable to contemplate 


and even to diſcourſe of things 4: 


* bove Reaſon, ſince we may have 


{ome Conceptions of them, though 
they be but very dim and imper- 
feCt : and the other, that weought 
not to look upon, or {peak of ſuch 
ObjeQts as things that we compre- 
hend, or have even ſuch a —_ 
of knowledge of, as: we have of 
things that are not priviledg'd. 
For of theſe we are not to ſpeak 
but | with a peculiar Wart 
| G3 .* *. new, 
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neſs, and modeſt Diffidence f 
 - Sophron. You have expreſ6df} x, 
my thoughts Zuges. ſince I Intendſ | 


not to injoyn filence, or diſſwad}} ; 
Curioſity, but yet forbid prefump- | 
tion, in reference to priviledsl | 
things. 

Timoth. And truly Sophron. 1 

ſee no Reaſon to repine at the li 

mits which your late Diſcourſe 
hath in imitation of the Author of 
' nature himſelf, affign'd to human 
Knowledg. For the number of 
priviledg'd things is x27 <8 in- 
conſiderable in compariſon of the 
muſktitude of other things, to which 
our knowledge may be improv'd 
toreach ; and which it far more 
concerns us to know well, than it 
doth to reſolve puzling Queſtions 
about things incomprehenſible , 
there being within the compaſs of 
thoſe truths, engugh to employ, 
and reward our Curiofity without 
training and tiring qur Reaſon a-+ ! 
-bout ObjeRs that tranſcend it, And | 
F et even about #hefe, ſome difqui- 
tons may be allow'd us; for an 
| "= * _ objet 
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objett that on the mnt; fanle 


of its properties may. be a privi 
ledg'd one 5 may: have divers o- 


| therthings belonging:o it, thar ds 


not ſurpaſs our Reaſon, ' and whoſe 
knowledge may tharckia be at- 
tcain'd, by'the due employment & 


it. 

Thus we uſefully ſtudy the na- 
ture of Bodies, which makeup the 
Obje& of the Excellent Scients of 
Natural Philoſoptiy:; though the 
true Notion of Body i in emo be 
a thing fo difficult to fra 
the beft of our Moderti pil 
phers can by no mearisa; 
it. Which I do'not mt TY ue} - 
becauſe if we purſue the notion of 
a Body to the uttermoſt ; *twilllead 
ustothe perplexing controverkie,De 
compoſitione continsi, and there you 
will not deny, but that the iinder- 
Sing will be: left in the:dark. 

s Surve ors, Carpenters, Ar- 
chiteQs, ah many others know 
divers Aﬀettions of tlie. ſquare Fi- 
gure that'are of great uſe to them 


itt their a _— 
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anenſarable, be unknown to m 


of them; - and if: they were told 
of it, and would proſecute the. 
Speculation,” would involve them 
in exceeding great and probably 


inſuperable difficulties. 


Sophron. To confirm what you 
have been telling, us, 7imoth. I 
ſhall venture to add, that even a-- 
bout priviledg'd things, our inqui- 
ries, if modeſtly and diſcreetly . 


manag'd, may not only be allow- 
able but ſometimes profitable. For 


even of ſuch SubjeCts a ſtudious - 


ſearch may bring us to know more 


than we did, though not ſo much 
as we would, nor enough to beac- 


quieſc'd in. So that ſuch enquiries 
may probably teach us, to know 
the ObjeQs better, and our ſelyes 


better too; by giving us ſuch -a 


ſenſible diſcovery of the inſuffici- 
ency of. our Underſtandings to 
comprehend all ſorts of things, as 
may be very uſeful , though not 
pleaſing, and may richly recom- 
FF: | PENCE 


though that property of the ſquargy] p 


that its fide and diagonal are income 
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pence us, for the pains that eng 
ed in ſo inſtruQtive a' diſappoiat- 
ment. And let me add to the per- 
tinent inſtances that have been 
mention'd, the nobleſt that can be 
given z I mean the Contemplati- 
on of .God himſelf. For'he hath 
ſoordered all things, that*tis ſcarce 
poſſible for us, to be deſtitute of 
an /dea of him, which will at leaſt 
repreſent him as an exiſtent Being, 
and more perfe# than any other 
Being ; and yet when we. come 
with ſufficient Application of mind 
to pry into the: wonderful Attri- 
butes of this moſt ſingular and a- 
dorable Being , we are, as was 
lately obſerv'd, ſure to find our 
ſelves unable to comprehend:ſo.un- 
bounded an Obje&. . Which yet 
ought not to diſcourage us. from ſo 
noble a Study, ſince we are allow'd 
the great contentment and honour 
to make further and further. diſ- 
coveries of the excellenteſt of Ob- 
jes, by that very immenſity of his 
perfeQtions, that makes it impol. 
ible for us to reach to the VOURrR 
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( 90) 
ofhis Bxcellency,orrather to dif > 
ver that'i it has any bounds at all. 
'But, Gentlemen, 'I perceive 1 -; 

have beenſotranſported by the men; 
tion of this vaſt and divine Subje& 

in whoſe Contem lation *tis ſo eq 
fie, and'fo pleaſant to loſe ones 

: ſelf, that 1 have forgot the notice 
Eugen. gave me, 4 pretty while : 


ſince, that the time allotted for our 
preſent conference was then near 
Expiring. And therefore I ſhall 
leave you to pick qut of the 'Ex- 
curfions to which. your interpoſiti- 
ofhs tempted (not to ſay oblig'd 
me, the* Applications , that T'in- 
tended to make more methodicall 
of the diſtinftions' I laid down. 
And I ani the {eſs troubled to be 
hindred from propoſing to you my 
thoughts about the way of diftin- 
ouiſhi lng privileds edg?d things from 
ochers, auſe” We'have 5 'dome-- 
by ſick! fitor,or a kind of aninter: 
w nal Cri ferium always! at eras to 
1 ings us. For 1 think it ma | 
| be laid,” that the” wiſe Aut Pops 
Nature /has -endued-'the -Ulnder- 
ſtanding 


F (91) 
0 fanding with ſuch a quick, tho 
. x| internal, Senfation GE I may focall 
it) that when due attention 1s:not 
wanting, it can feelingly difſeera 
between other ObjeQs, and thoſe 
that are diſproportionate to its a- 
bility. As even in Beaſts, the 


Ss 
s # 


» eye is ſo fram'd (according tothe 
I inſtitution of Nature) thar if itbe 
"| obverted to the bright noon-day- 


1 Way there needs no' Monitor, but 
the operation of the fame Sun," to 
make it wink ; . ( and perhaps 
water) and thereby diſcover it 
ſelf to be dazled and overpowr'd 
by the diſproportionate Obje&&. ''* 
 Pyroc. Tconfeſs your Diſcourſes, 
Gentlemen, have made an unex- 
peed Impreffion upon me ; but 
whether that will amount to a 
Convidtion will ſcarce appear till 
our next Conference. Only thus 
much I ſhall tell you now, that it 
would much facilitate our agree- - 
ment in Opinion, if you did not 
contend for altogether fo muck's 
but would be 'pleas'd to leave 
undetermin'd, whether Man's in- 
£ telletual 


| (92) | 
telleAtual Faculty it ſelf is uncas 
pable by the help of any degree 
of light, to diſcover and know 
thoſe things, which you call above 


Reaſon ? and would content your 
ſelves to ſay, That there are ſome 
things belonging to theſe SubjeQs, 
which we muſt confeſs we have. 


leſs clear and diſtin& Notions of, 
than we have even of the difficult- 
eſt of thoſe things, that are ac- 
knowledg'd not to ſurpaſs our Rea- 


fon: And that if we will take upon 


us,to determine poſitively and par- 
_ ticularly about theſe tranſcendent 
things, we muſt employ ways of 
Reaſon 
culiar natures. 

Sophroz. 1 ſhall readily conſent 
not to expect. your final Reſolution, 


before our next meeting, having 
no cauſe to fear that timeg will be 


unfriendly to her Daughter Truth. 

Timoth. Andin the mean while, 
Pyrocles, 1 am glad to find by the 
"laſt part of whatyou juſt now ſaid, 
that you ſeem to be no longer in- 
diſpos'd to admit ſome things, that 


(at 


(a 


Ing, congruous to their pe. 


| 


of (at leaſt in our preſent fate) do 
"®f ſome way or other ſurpaſs our 
0 Reaſon. For I think that inftead 
we | Of exalting that faculty , we*in- 
'Y jure and defraud it, if we do Dot 
freely allow it, as much enjoy- 
ment of Truth as we are able to 
procure it: And conſequently. if 
Geometry, or Revelation, or Ex- 
perience, aſſure us of divers things 
of which we can know but 7hat 
"|| they are, and what they do, "gt, 
what they are, and how they att, We 
muſt neither refuſe, nor neglect 
the ſtudy of ſuch Truths, any moxe 
than we would refuſe to look into 

- any other ObjeCts, than thoſe that 
we can look throuph ; And there- 
fore to enrich the IntelleA as much 
as we are able, we muſt efter- 
tain, not only thoſe Truths, that 
we can comprehend, but thole alſo, 
how ſublime ſoever, that we can 

| have any certaiz, though but a ve- 
ry imperfe& #zowledge of, Elpe- 

_ cally ſince thoſe remote and ab- 
ſtruſe Subjets may be as much 
more zoble as more dark than o0- 
thers, 
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rk: "gd 1 thereby render an inj 
erfe6 Diſcovery of them, moreſ 
Ile , than a far- clearer ons 


of: ferior things. 
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The Speakers " Wk Fog ent- 
#s, Pyrocles and. Timotheus. 


a 


Was very glad, Geri- 
- tlemen, to learn this 
"*motning of Sophro- 
| zius ſome things, 

white 'twas ealie to conclude, 
thatby the Diſcourſe you had with 
Aa hi 
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tional for you to grant, nay to profi 
fer:me, a Difſpenſation of the Ta 
you impoſed on me at our laſt meg 
ting. For tho? he ſpake with the mol 
deſtythatbecame him of your Conf 
terence, and gave me, but a haſty 
and imperfect Account of what 
paſs'd-between you.,; yet I think] 
may preſtme,that by his Diſcourſ 
Pyrocles himſelf was at leaſt imclin'd 


and you twoz Gentlemen, fully per 


ſwaded to admit , that there art 
Things above Reaſon”, which was 
the main point about which you 
- expected at our laſt Congreſs that 
IOhbuld entertain you, atour thei 
next, or. now preſent meeting. | 
:  Fugen, 1 deny not,. that Sop | 
nigs's Conſiderations were. preva-F 
lent on 7imotheus and me ; and: 
have, 'I hope., made a godd-ims 
preſſion on. Parec/es: himſelf ; but" 
that ought not tochinder us from: 
coming, as we now do, to claim: 
- your promiſe of entertaining: us a-; 


bout things above Reaſon, And if 
Ws | you” 


him laſt night, he has made it l 77 
lowable for »e to demand, and raf/ 4 


| 


1 


ab 
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"You will needs be difpebs'd- with. 


143 from repeating thoſe Conſiderarti- 


ons that Sophronins has employed 


Fl” already, (tho? I doubt not-bur by 


repeating them, you would both 
ſtrengthen and advance them ) 


we wiil not be rigid ExaQors of 


our Right : but yer we muſt not 
remit your Task, tho' weare con- 
tent. to charge-it. For 1 queſtion 
not. but theſe Gentlemen ' will 


_ conſent with me, to diſcharge you 


of your promiſe of diſcourling of 
the .{rpnwments that may infer ſome 
things to be above Reaſon, if you 
will: pleaſe-.. to afford us your 
Thoughts, about the ways of, avard- 
ing to be impoled'on by our'ſelves' 
or others, when ſuch ſublime! Sub+ 
jets. are treated of diſcours'd of. 

_ ,Arnob. Tho? in the: recital of 
your Conference ; Sophronius did 
but touch on ſeveral SubjeQs whiere- 
on it would be proper for me'-to 


_ #xſiſt, in- the Diſcourſe you ſer - 
to expect from me ; yet Lanapt-- 
to fear, that he has fo preverited 
ine 1n what I ſhould fay, thaeJie 
, MB 3 has 
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| has left little or nothing for we to: - 
do, - but to make Repetitions of } 


what you have heard already much 
better expreſs'd : which will be. 


an Employment far enough from ' 
being grateful, either to you or. 


me. 


£Eugen. Your Modeſty , Sir, is. 
not like to 'defeat our Curiofity ; | 
and that you may not think your 


ſelf hardly uſed, or condemned to. 


bfareRepetitions ; be pleafed to. 


mke notice, both that, what we. 
defire as a Favor, we might claim. 


as a Compenſation, and that the } 


things we expett from you now, 


are not Arguments to make out. 
that there are 7hizgs above Regjen | 


but that you would afford us ſome 


* Rules and DireQtions how to re- J 


« oulate- the Ratiocinations we 
© make; and eftimate thoſe we 
*< meet with, about ſuch Tranſcen- 
* dent Subjes. 

Arnob. Thope Zugenins, you do 


not /in-earneſt think me ſo 'vain as - 

to pretend to frame a Logick a- | 

bout things above Logick ; or ma- * 
| > egiſterially 
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> 


giſterially to deliver Rules about 


-j things that are as Anomalous, as 


they are either Remote or Abſtruſe. 
Beſides that all you have ſaid, do's 
not exempt me from a fear, that 
by reaſon of Sophronins's omitting 
divers points of his Diſcourſe, and 
my imperfect Remembrance of 
thoſe. he tranſiently and ſummari- 
ly mention'd, he has anticipated 
much of what were otherwiſe 
proper for me to ſay. But yet be- 
cauſe *cis poſſible that his thoughts 
and mine, may have lead us, to . 


have made ſome Reflections that 


are not at all the ſame ; and that 


even when others happen to beca- 


incident, it may be not altoge- 
ther uſeleſs, that I ſhould endea- 
vour to #zlarge ſome things that 
he has but hinted, and illuſtrate or 
vindicate ſome others thar will not 
be prejudic'd by beirg cleared, or 
confirm'd ; and above all this, be- 
cauſe I would ſhew you, that Iam 
willing to comply with you ſome- 
what to the hazard of my Diſcre- 
tion, 1 ſhall not refuſe to offer you 
eROR Aa 3 ſome, 
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(6) | 
ſome, not Rules, but Atvices'; I 8 
provided you freely ; interrupt me, 
"_ ] begin to trouble you with 
the Repetinion of any thing thay 1 
you have; tho? I have not hoard 
before z and provided too, that: 

ou look not on theſe Advices. 
© much as direQtions to find the 
creth in ſuch abſtruſe matters, as 
Cautions that may chance to af} 
ſiſt you to avoid ome Errors and. 
Miſtakes. i 

Eugen. We are not ſo ſcrupu-* 

lous but that we ſhall upon your 
own terms gladly receive your ' 
ke whatever names you ' 
pleaſe to give them. 

Arnob. 1 ſhall then without far- | 
ther preamble comply with your 
Commands, and propoſe as my 


, 
{ 
5 
| 


| That about Privileds'd Subj ects them: 
ſebves, we do not admit any (af 
' firmative) aſſertion vithowt ſuch, 
proofs, to evince it, as are ſict. | 
ext in their kind. 


I hope | 


A 


#$ - 1 hope Gentlemen that. Sophro- 
- x nas has ſo far declar'd to you, what 
"9 is tobe meant by Priviledg'd things, 
**J that though it be a new term;yet1 
J need not ſolicitoufly explain it; and 
F may think it ſufficient to intimate 
in few words that they are things 
of a very Heteroclyte and Abſtruſe 
2 Nature, and have belonging, to 
Tj them ſuch peculiar Afettions and 
df firributes, as require that in judg- 
| ing and reaſoning of them we 
FJ ſhould employ Notions and Rules 
Ty congruous totheir particular Condi- 
tj 7/0, fome of them ſuperadded 20,8 
{ | others perhaps differing jromthole 
JS that men generally & fafely enough 
make yſe of about common 8& fami- 
liar things, that are of a nature leſs 
impervious to aur Underftandings. 
And if the ſhortneſs of this Sum- 
mary Deſcription, ſhould leave it 
leſs clear than I hope you find it ; 
I foreſee there will divers occaſi- 
ons of illuſtrating it, by inſtances 
and other ways, occur in the Se- 
quel of our Diſcourſe :_ In order 
to which I ſhall, after this ſhorc 
%” Aag and 
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and neceſſary Digreſſion , return. 
to the lately given Firſt Advices : 
and tell you that *tis grounded up-. 
on this Conſideration, that *tis not _ 
reaſonable to give aſſent to any. | 
thing as a A 4 but upon a ſuf- 

; Heck Reaſon of that Al ent. And 
tho? we may well grant in the gene-_ 
ral, that a thing which ſurpaſſes | 
our Reaſon may have belonging to | 
it ſome affeRion that is alſo above 
Reaſon ; yet we are not in parti- 
cular to believe that this or that. 
AﬀeCtion doth belong to it, with- 
out particular and competent proof. 
For ſince about a Priviledg'd thing, 
as well as about any other, Propo- 
ſitions may be fram'd, and often 
are ſo, that are contrary to"one a- 
nother ; to aſſent to both, were to 
be ſure to believe one falſity, if not 
two. - And if we will aſſent but to 
one, we mult either judge at Ad- 
ventures, or allow our ſelves toex- 
- amine the Medinms of Probation, 
employed on both ſides, and there- 
upon judge, why one of the Pro- 
poſitions 1s to be ailented to, and 
the other rejected, Þy- 
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Pyrocles. 1 am glad Arnobiue, 


that You allow your ſelf and us this 


manly freedom without which our 


- Underſtandings were lyable to be 


impos'd on in matters of the high- 
eſt Coricernment : For there ſcarce 
everdid, or I fear ever will, want 
ſome men who ezther out of Igno- 
rance and paſhve Deluſion, or out 
of ſelf. Confidence,or out of Deſign, 


take upon them, - with great bold- 


neſs,toaffirm what they pleaſe about 
priviledg'd Subjeits, and when they 
are oppoſed in their Extravagan- 
cies by Ratiocinations they cannot 
anſwer, they urge, that theſe things 
being aboye Reaſon, are not to be 
judged of by it : But of ſuch men 
as theſe I uſually demand whether 


_ their own Aﬀent to the things they 


would have us believe, be ground- 
ed upon ſome Rational Argument, 
or not-: If they ſay, *tisnot, they 
are fools to believe it themſelves ; 
and I ſhould add ta the number of 
fools, if after this acknowledg- 
ment, I {hould believe then: Bur 
it they ſay they do, I delire them 

So Sg | to 
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to produce their Argument; for- | 
fince tis fram'd by a Human Un- | 
derftanding,the force of it may be Þ] 
alſo comprehended'& judg'd of by a 
Human Underftanding :. And 'tis ' | 
tono purpole to ſay,thatthe Subje&t | 
Regs Hunfan Reaſon ; for if 
itdoſo indeed, it will farpaſs theirs 
as,well as mine, and fateave us.up- 
on even terms. And let the thing 
afſented to, be what it will, the 
aſſent it felf ought to be founded. 

_upan a ſufficient Reaſon, and con- 
ſequently upon one thar is intelli- 
gible, to the Human Intellect that 

15 wrought on by it. 

Zigen. T willingly allow , that 
there 1s a great difference between 
the being able and oblig'd to know 

the nature or cauſe of a thing, & 
and the. being able to give an in- 
telligible account of the motives 
that. imduce our affent to it; and 
without ſuch motives the affent 
may by chance be given to what is 
24 truth, but that will not hinder ir 
from being an irrational Aſent. 
_ Timoth. 1 was not ill pleas'd Hr: 


nobing, 


BR | 
| abies, with the Caution you: emp 
. + ploy din the cloſe of your Advice, 
| where, by faying thatthe poſrive 
} Proofs you require to evince an 
| Afertionabout a priviledg'd thing, 
muſt be ſufficient in their Kind, you 
plainly intimate that you donotex- 
act rigid Demonftrations of fuch 
Afertions : And indeed it were not 
reaſonable youſhould; for fince *ris_ 
manifeſt , that there are many 
Truths, fuch as Hiſtoricaland Polits- 
..**cal ones, that bythe nature of the 
things are not capable of - Ma. 


thematical or Metaphyficat De- 
monftrations, and yet being real 
ly Truths, have a juft Title toour 
Aﬀent, it muft be acknowtedp'd, 
that a rational Afﬀent may be foun- 
ded upon Proofs that reactt not to. 
rigid Demonftrations', it berg 
{ufficient that they are ftrong c- 
nough to deſerye. a wife mans Ac- 
quieſcence in_therm. And: there- 
fore if any things can be made ont 
to be reveal'd by God concerning 
| his own Nature,or ACtions, or De- 
- Grees, we ought firmly to believe 
them 
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them , becauſe that, of ſome of /} 
thoſe things, as his Praſcience,” 


Mercy, &c. We can havenobet- 
ter Proofes; andof others,as what 
he did before our World was 
made ; and what he will do with 
us after we are dead, we can have 


no other conſiderable Proofes at all. 


And the ObjeQtion made by Pyro- 
cles againſt the aſſenting to auda- 
cious Propoſitions fram'd by 1m- 
poling Men , will not reach our 
Caſe : for there is no reaſon to 
think, that becauſe an ObjeCt ſur- 
paſſes an humane Underſtanding, 
it muſt therefore ſurpaſs the Di- 
vine Intellect itſelf. And even in 
things that are tranſacted in the 
Mind of Man himſelf ; Imay learn 
from another that is not my Su- 
perior, what I can by no means at- 
tain to know, unleſs he be pleaſed 
to diſcover it to me: As that he 
was at ſuch a time, thinking of 
the Creation of the World, or re- 
ſolving how to diſpoſe of his Son, 
and what. Recompence he deſigns 
to give a. Servant that he has not 
yet entertained. Pyrocles 


Pyrocles. About things of ſuch 
a kind as you now mention,” 7 zmu- 
theas,' I ſhall not difſent from you ; 
becauſe theſe are things, that tho? 


. not diſcoverable by our Reaſon z4ll 


we be informed of them, are yet 
clearly knowable by our Real, 
when we are informed of them.Bur 
that there ſhould be things, which 


tho? perſpicuouſly propoſed, ſhould 


not be comprehenſible by our un- 
derſtanding, is ſuch an affront to 
that noble Faculty, that I confeſs 
it has much indiſpoſed me to grant 
( what Iam yet unwilling' peremp- 
torily todeny, ) that there are, as 
Sophronius would have us think,not 
only ſome priviledged things, but 
more than one kind of them ; which 
if we do admit, it will place ſuch 
narrow Limits to our Underſtand- 
ings, thar we muft deſpair of the 
deſfjreableft knowledge of all,name- 
Iy that which 1s converſant about 


the nobleſt and ſublimeſt ObjeQs. 


Zagenins. Leaving to Sophront- 
#s the management of a Point he 
has ſtudied, -and which I have not 

now 
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how time ſolemnly to Argue; 1 } 


ſhall only tell you in general that I 
ſe no neceſlity, That Intelligibility, 
to a humane Underſtanding, ſhould 
be neceſſary to the Truth or Exiſt- 
ence of a thing z any more. then 
that Viſibility to a Aumane Eye, 
{hould be neceſſary to the Exift- 


.ence of an Atome, or. of a Cor-: 
pulcle-of Air, or of the Zfluvi- 
'.:wn's of a Loadſtone, or the Fra- 
grant, Exhalations of .4wbergris, 


; I Musk.from a perfumed Glove; 
I might here obferve, 'that even. 
"the ſame' Serice ſome Creatures 


may diſcerct things that may not 


be perceptible.to others :, as no at- 
tention or;application of the Organ 
( or the. Nole,) wall tnable 4 243 tO 
perceive . the, Zfivvis. expiring 
fromthe. ſtale Footteps of a hunt; 
ed and unleen Hare or Dear, tlio! 
Hounds ,. and eſpecially Blood; 
hounds, will have a vivid-Precep: 
tiori of ſuch Odours,-and.by their 
help, trace. arid perſue. the: flying 


 andunſeen Beaſt. This,l ſay, may 


be obſeryed in Favour of my' pre- 
0 p ſent 
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be a more ——_— rake to te- 


_ preſent, that the natural Incapaci- 


ry of 2 Childs nel to under- 


and demanſtreble "And tho” x wedo 
admit ſome- priviledged 'thiogs in 
the Senoce abovedeclared, © ha £20 
ay. ſomewhat to obviate. Pyrocles” _y 
Fear ). there is - rio. neceſſity tha 

we ſhould be interdited all 4g 
ledge o ph fools lubliae ies. im 


INgs » 


oe very. * hen yy a 
lar Triangle was, when. they :con- 
ceived it.to be a Figure conſiſting 
of three Qraig | oper ay which 
GCOMPTIZE af Tgnt An 

prob: nr nr 
nok, yo ſo-much as alt its chizf 
Proper- 
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Properties or AﬀeCions : ſince for | 


ought appears, before Pythagoras, . 
( who offered a Heccatombe to the * 
Muſes in gratitude for the Diſco- 
very ) it was not known that the 
Square of the Hypothenuſa is equal 
to the Squares of both the other 
Sides ; and much more likely it is, 
that they were not able to ſolve 
thoſe Difficulties (that continue to 
perplex everi our Age)which attend 
that endleſs diviſibility of Lines, 
that is inferrible from that Equali- 
ty of the two Squares to the fingle 
Square, _ C2. 

And beſides the inſcrutable Per- 
feQttions of God,lome of his Works: 
are ſuch, that, notwithſtanding the 
compleat Knowledge of them fur- 
paſſes our Forces'; 'yet there re- 
mains ſo many things, as well wor- 
thy to be known; as poſſible to be 
attained by ns,that they will allow 
Exerciſe enough to the Wits of all 
the Philoſophers in the World: 
And beſides that, as I have been 
{aying, even abont theſe priviledg- 
ed Subjects themſelyes, divers con- 

 fiderable 
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IF 
fiderable things may be diſcovered; 
if they 'were altogether impene- 
trabls by'our Underſtandings, yet 
thei Number is {6 ſmall, that they 
would {cave a large Scope for hu- 
mani Knowledge to diffuſe and im 
prove-it ſelf. For *t1s- not every 
thing*that ishard to be underfiood 
or contrary' to the common Rules 
of Probability, rharihasa right to 
paſs for a priviledged:' thing, for 

od the Paradoxes -:about. . Srud 
Quantities, '. of. Iſoperimetal Fis 
pures:; "duplicate and 'triplicate 
Proportion , and diversother {ur- 
prifing Dottrines that are capable 

of Mathematical Demonſtrations, 
would be priviledged things.'' Nor 
areall thoſe worthy 'of this Title 
that are by many':propoſed! and 
embrace&as Philoſophical Myſte: 
ries, for, {uch are the [Peripateticks 
Subſtantial Forms, . which really 
are: not \priviledged rhings, but 
Scholaſtic Chimeras. : But tho? 
thall not preſume poſitively. to fer 
down' the” diſcriminating Bounds 
and Signes of priviledged things, 
Sf 1 * yet 


= 


( 18 | 
yet moſt if nat all of them beitig 
ſuch, as are either primary in their 
kind,as God himſctf,and the thin 
whoſe Nature flows immediately 


from him, or elſe things that if | 


thorowly inſpected, do neceſſarily 
involve the conſideration of ſome 
kind of /nfinitam, or elſe are ſuch 
that tho' in ſome main Queſtions 
about them one fide muſt be taken, 
both ſides are eacombred with ab- 
furdities, or ſcarce ſuperable Dif- 
.Heulties: Thoſe I fay being all (or 
ſome of them ) the uſual marks 
that belong to priviledged things, 


you will eaſily grant, -that their 


Number isnot near fo great as their 


abſtruſeneſs ; and that therefore 


Pyrocles and his Philoſophical 


Friends need not fear to want em-f 


ployment for their Curioſity. And 
_ forfarther Anſwer to his ObjeQion 
I ſhall add that we muſt regulate 
our Zclief by our Perceptions, not 


our #{bes,and muſt not conclude, 


that becauſe *twere deſirable for 
us, that all things were penetra- 
ble to our humane Underſtand INg5s 

; ETC 
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ters i is zeally nothing that is wot 


and we cati no more conclude 


Sar we arc as knowing as An- 
| gels, becaufe we wilh we were 


bo, thanthat. we aze as tmmorcal 
as they, becauſe we would ne- 
ver te. Bur as for thoſe few 
things that have belonging to 


them, Properties fo extraordinary, 
as to make It probable, even at 
the firſt ſight, that their Nature 
Co re alin ole 
cover a by 

7 cas of will allow, that things of 
Y Heterodlite a Nature may 


+ 


challenge, an exe from 
fome o hs rules irhployed about 
mmoitthings; Andthat really 
2 Rules as I mean, and ſom= 


aloof the otions cannot 
always be, pogar extended to ſuch 


Subjedts, L Cab as to ſhew in this 
Livegs only becauſe I would nor 
at once interrupt rno- 
_ and Texpett to have a good 
dppargairy to ſpeak againof this 
before our Conference 
be wid. 


Bb - Tits; 


| _ Pre 
m7 56a 
pleaſe, 4 your us with” your {e- 
cond Fre wap2, 
4" Arob. 1 ſhall redllihy- obey 
Thus Tirotheus, by Pop ng 4 
Re ere * 
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"The Sebphd Adrics 6 or Rule. 


7; "0 we be not Daſtyto frame Ne- 
way zathoes' about Privileg'd Things, 
X Nap 70, reſe(r Propoſitions or Ex- 

plications * "concerning them; at 
IB woe "us fe "Dr were "Mfird or 


?popoſſible. 5 


\ "Tis ealiets: obſervel the Spe-_ 
citlation of natural things them- 
Klves; haw unſafe "tis not only to 
5ffirm, but An divers Caſes alſo 
Teje& opinions, before men have 
ny thing near a competent Hi- 
ſtorical Information of what be. 
1ongs to the Subje& they take up- 
on them peremptorily to judge of. 
And therefore it muſt in reaſon 
be thought much more unwary 

4 tO 
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tobe forwardto irefalvg ypon Nez 
gative Pr, {itions_abaus things 
which we ous ſelves acknowledge 
tobe; abave. the Toaeh, of; Human 
Reaſon: ST ( high. lince Ed Arey 
(% ill beg0 me;;ps at eaſt to;for: 
246 A BU 4nd ioſulyog aye 
rejeRing;the opinions of. Le 
Mea .that. dil ent from..,u ut 
ſych things; fince the {p ay ot 
ths. 3ghje tale & K _— 
g0our Hacer t ; NOTE: £2 6.19 
pardon'd., becau I ps 
ylc to be; ayoide BY QUT GR 
ſharing! Fed the dilab | lg. pene? 
rratipg:.[lugh,. abſtruls-, things; 
ould. keep..us from being over; 
conideato,chas, we. ally may, not 
> miſtaken, ang ingling;: 1s. t9 tg+ 
grate gthcg mens FEUSA F bout 
INAFErs; Eerein.--WE oups lelygs, 
have but opinion, agen f19 


:: Py. "But;i have at you. tor- 
EE HY {US NOG of offer, -OUE 
H [t9) be ,1mp9 a ;9POn BY 4 


prooft els. Aſler ertions,. &yen- about 
rivileg'd things? . Wb 

; . Ar mob. I did fo, and do ſo ſtill; 
#03 but 
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but mee a 
noe betweent 
ks affirmation " about prin bt 


TR , and framing Ne ative 
Concluſion a inft'? "Opaaicen, 
which, for for ought we yet elfarly 
know, my bo true: and the 
 adviee i 1s very iy 


appears no proof on etther ſide 
FatRcbent of the IntelleQ; or 
fuch a warty Mr unprejudic'd af: 
ſent to To thas! are but faint- 
ly probable, that the mind may 
h pres to xp ayy 5 mo 

ther © ifiacy, or 1 &, p 
better i any 
contrary of the opini- 
on we fayour'd before. 

" Eugen, But methinks' tis hard 
to avoie the framing of Conje- 
ures; | even about thoſe. ſubins 
Subje&s, eoncerning which we 
can frame but. conjeQtures, and 
thoſe often very flight ones, 


Arnob. 


eget of _ | 


e affirmerdoes not ws 


th my foriner : for here 


p (243 ) 


Arnob. 1 confeſs an abſolute 
ſuſpenſion of judgment is a very 


 uneaſie thing, nor do I ſtrifly. 
require you ſhould entertain no 


conjeures ; but only that we 
ſhould confider that we may be 
eaſily miſtaken in 'them, and by 
further information ſte cauſe to 
lay them down, and perhaps ex- 
change them for contrary ones: 
my thoughts of this- matter may 
be perchance ſomewhat Hluſtra- 
ted by fuppoſing 'thit we four 
were vilkiag in a High-way, and - 
diſcover'd as far off as our eyes 
could reach , ſome erefted and 


moving body of human ftature ; 


tho we ſhould by its ſhape and 
walking fafely enough conclude 


: that *twere no other animal than 


a' man,” 'yet what manner of 
mary hewere, as old, or young; 
handſome, or vugly'; ' we ſhould 
not be-able'to di cern, andconlſe- 
quently, 'could have no ſafficjent 
round to determine. And as if 
ſhould affirm him'tobe a young 
man or handſome, you may juſtly 

'Bh 4 cenſure 


oy 
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cenſure me. of 'raſhneſs ;: {a if be- 
eaule I: cannot prove my'conje+ . 
Eture; . you ſhould reſolute] deny 
that he-1s,a young. man or hand- 
lome,:;1 ſhovld think yayguilty, 
ho, not of;an;equal, yet of; A cen- 
iurable unwarineſs, 'becauſe; for 
ought you; know to the icantrary, 
he may.be;what I gueſs'd him to 
.bei; Andihewe are naturally ſo 
anealic under;fluQtuation of, mind, 
that for: my. part I coafeſs-(and 
4:1may.be;you may be fubje& to 
the ſame; Inbreaity -)-:i1-, ſhould 
ticaxce forbear efaplezn my 
Thoughts theanan we-ipeak of-to 
Jome. body;or other that 1;knew, 
yet I ſhoujgdjuſtly thinkithat, Can- 
jecture toi be; very: fallible, ' and 
beth expe& 4hat whendſhould « | 
come-to-have a,hearer-and glearer 
view. of; himg, L mightJeejcaule 
z0:difmils my; firſt ; /de4:for- that 
whicly.this new | and better; pro: 
{pe&/would :offord; me ,ytho 1 
3 Er2! quite differing: 'fromArthat 1 
Had formerly; entertdip't} s:; 4vi 
{hoald repreſent him., that, my 
en 0190 a > | forward 


Oe A RE. 
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forward: thought-perhaps- relem- 


ble,pto. a; young.man. of my, ac- 


-quaintance with black curl'd hai, 


and! 4 ruddy-. complexion, to. be 


 Pale-ahdywrinckled, with SITY 
8 ”” 


hair,cuyPd- like a-gound. of 


Ales,' The Application, I ſuppols, 
Lmayſpares; \o 221nicier nicht 


But Gentlemen, I.would nat be 
underſtood in the preceding:Dif- 


courſe; as if I were; againſt all 


framingof Negative Propoſitions 


about privileg'd Thmgs; my de- 


ſign _being . but to, difſuade from 


-haſty;i ones':: For fometimes *tis 


mugh-more eaſic and fafe to deny 


* things,.than  to'1affirm. them to 
belopg:;.to a Subject 'that-ſur- 


pallgs-gur Reaſon; :;And the ob- 
ſervation may be. of, uſe, ; eſpeci- 


ally\intwo caſcs.;:0ze,. when.the 


Negative., we. aflert is. grounded 


not zzpoq 'Axioms. taken from-the 


uſual courſe. of -Natyze, or upqgn 
T 5 ap; 2 -* Y * 
Propgfitions dubions; or remote 


from the firſt Principles of know- 


ledge,; but-upon either. Catholick 
and Metaphyſical Axioms, or elſe 
EO | upan 
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WE © 3 
on Truths manifefitly flowing 


from ſome clear, tho inadequate 


notion we haye of- the nature of 


the things we treat of. The 0- 


they Caſe is, when we have a 
clear and ſufficient proof by Re- 


 velation, or otherwiſe, of the po- 


fitive Attributes of the things we 
phte ; for then we may 


 fafely ." y of that Subje&t any 


other thing that is really inconfi- 
ftent with that poſitive Attribute, 
Upon which account it 15, that 
tho we do not fully comprehend 
what God is, yet knowing by 


the clear Light of Nature (and 
1f we be Chriſtians) believing 
tt upon the account of Revelation, 
that he is a Bejng. Intellipent and 
infinitely perfe&t, we may ſafely 
deny againſt EFpicurus, Forſtins, 
and Mr. Hebbs, that he ts a Cor- 


poreal Subſtance, as alſo that he 
is Mortal, or Coprruptible, - + 
Pyrocl. 1 ſhall not trouble you, | 
Arnobins, to inlarge upon} 'your 
laſt Advice, but willingly receive 
the favour of your next. | 
Wy Arnoh. 


ET . - 
p06. Which ſhall be thisj 


The hut z matter f Fab or other 
Truth about leg'd Things 
being provid a © owiny 
Fompetent in their kind, we ought 
not to deny it meerly becauſe we 
gannot explain, or | perhaps fo 
mach 4s concerve the Modvs of 
i. 


'Tis no very difficult Task'to 
Mie this Advice ; © but T may 
do i it the better, if you give me 

ve to frame and premiſe a Di- 

RinEton, for- want of which I 
have obſerved a 'want of Clear- 
neſs in ſeveral Diſcourſes, where 
the term Modas has been 'em- 
ployed : for ſometimes we would. 
mon F lo much as a poſſibillity,that 

can belong to, of be 

dy Rs: of another ; as when . 
we fay we underſtand not how 
one Creature can create another z 


or how there can be a Line that is 
neither 


(2$) 
neither __ nar crooked; or 
a finite ( whole) number that is 
neither eyen,n9r; add. : [But moſt 
commonly we mean by our not 
underſtanding the, ods ofe 
things that we do notclearly;and 
diſtiaQly.. congeiye., After, what 
manner the: Property.' or,other 
Attribute of..; Fi .Subje : belongs. to 
it, - or. performs: its OPeratiqns. 

"Theifarſt kind of: Modus may, for 
diftinftions ſake, be called a 

offible Modus - and the _ 
an-'a(Fual modns..,. ;Now, in; 

the: foregoing Aecep ons 0 he 
term 7odus, we may-find bike 
ces fit for our, preſent- pur 
For ;we - cannot .amagine,. Hong 
ſhort Line or. other, finite Quant 
tity'ean.be endle y diviſibl 51.97 
(on the. contrary)» how, Intinges 
Parts, ſhould, make? but a; Finjte 
Laval; and: yet , Geometry 4h 
ſtrains us; to,adapty, .7 hat I 
Buetho there be but few Ioſta 
of . this kind, -yet, of. the., ot! i 
ſors, of our Neſcience of thee. 
Be of 7 clings there. maybe found 
__ more 


=> 

inore Titancts than we could 
.wiſh there were 7 for even'iri'na: 
tyral-and*corporeal things the/ea- 


«of +3? 
- 
[ oy 


Aiſpures of che acureft Philo- 


\ 


” andrheingentious. Conſeſ- 
fions 'of : the "moſt Judicious *and 
mbderate, ſufficjently manifeſt, 
that as yet we know not the man- 
ner of operating whereby ſeveral 
Bodies | mr "what ' we well 
Eno\ they bring*ro' paſs: ' And 
not" to- enter into thoſe nice'and 
tedious Difputes' of the cauſe of 
the Coheſion of rhe parts of mat- 
_ terin the ſmalleſt; moſt principal, 
and\moſt primary Bodies, per- 
haps without going out of our 
felves', theway whereby the Ra- 
tional Soul- canexerciſe any pow- 
er over:the humane body , and 
the way whereby the Under- 
ftanding and the Will a&t upon 
or nm _ not or been 
intelligibly explain'd” any. 
And the "like Þ ink lay # * 
Phenomena of the Memory, eſpe. 
cially in thoſe in whom that facul- 
ty 1s eminent. For *tis a thing 
| much 


much more - fit to yy aeatced, 
than calie to be conceived, how, 
inſo narrow a _compals as part of 
a Human Brain, there ſhould be 2 
ſo many. Ra res aa diftin&t Cellsor 
_ (ONS. A Arc I ite to 
. Wea requil 


Fad diffcrig A bing ot beſoles the 
TSS | 
choukand Faces, Schemes, B 

, and other ſcalible Objefts, 

the Ideas of bb many Chips, 
rr Notioas. and. Th = A and 
the diſtin& Footiteps 0 almoſt ia- 
numerable multitudes of other 
things: and how all theſe ſhall in 
fo narrow a compaſs have ſuch 
deep and laſting Impreſſions made 
for 'them, and be ofteatimes 
lodged fo exaly. in the order 
wherein they were at firſt com- 
mitted to the memory ( and that 
perhaps any years before) that _ 
O He a ſuddgn' command of the 

ill, or a flight cafual Hint, a 
whole ſet of Words, Things and 
Circumitances' 


ircumftances will in a triceas It 
were, ſtart up and preſent them- 


 fſelveseven 1athe very Serzes, or- 


det and manner that ſo long be- 
fore belong'd to them. And 1 
doubt not, but that beſides thoſe 


. abſtruſe things, about the ſodvus, 


of which the more candid Philo- 
fophers have confefſed their Igno- 
Tance, there would many othe 
have been taken notice of, if we 
did but as ſerioully and imparti- 
ally inquire into the Nature of all 
the things we are pleaſed to think 
we know. And when Irefle& on 
the yet depending Diſputes he- 
tween Philoſophers and Mathe- 
maticians about the- nature of 
Place and Zocal Motion, which 
are things ſo obyious and familiar | 
to us, 1 ſhould, tho Ihad noother 
Inducements, be inclin'd to think, 
that we ſhould find difficulties e- 
nough in many other SubjeQs 
Whetein we do not now take no- 
tice of any; if we particularly 
ſtudyed their nature; aad that 
gur acquieſcence in what we have 


learned 
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learned about: miny things pro* 
ceeds-not from-our greater know- 
ledge of theirmnature, "bur from 
our having exerciſed leſgcuriofity 
andattentionitnconſideringir.” 
»And-f inthings' Corporta?; that 
are the familiar objeQs of our Sen- 
fes, we are” often reduc'd-ro con- 
feſs our Ignorance of the Modes 
ot- their -inexifting or operating, 

+Fhbpe it will not be denyed, that 
to a Being wholly-unapproathable 
by: our' Senſes,” natural-Theolopy 

may be allowed- to aſcribe: ſome 
things whoſe'Modas is not attain- 
able by our: underſtanding: As 
the Divine" Preſcience- of futrare 

Contingents ; Which as 'twereim- 

pious,to deny asto'the truth of the 

thing; ſo I'fear*tis impoſſible to 
explicate as'to the Modus of -it. _ 

. ZFugen: If it' were at this time 

proper for 'me'-/to meddle 'with 

things of 'thar-kind, I ſhouldinor 
much {cruple to' ſay in favourof 

the Chriſtian Religion, that di- 

vers Tenents granted both” by 

Chriſtians, Jews, and Hegthens, 
T Et] | 4 


4 


gs parts of natural Theology, to 
me ſeem. as; difficult to.be coneiv- 
ed,: as. divers, of thoſe - Meine 
that for \their noincelligib 
fiercely gppoſed i in Reveal'd Theo. 
logy. ., 1 will, got rake, upon; me 
to judge. of, ; F hers; bus, for, my 
| ry 1 confeſs dl 99; PE. much 
| better underſtan ms n latel; 
feet and a Will "and; A 
re. diſtialy iogxiſtent: inGod, i ig 
luch ſort as; they are;want rg bs 
attributed to him, than how. in 
a there "sf he a. Trinity. fia- 
Qme p Schoghepen EX 


was @24 4 


+ pplagy as how *Y can care it; ; 
nor would. .it at all ſatighe me ra 
rell me, -that, a... Rational Soul 
moves a Human Body 5, fcr I do 
notallow, that it gives any.motion 
to, the Body,. but oaly guides that 


which o her ents have-put.the 
| OR af as Ag Ant: it dis 


"W c © produce 


x 34 T 2 

Sroduce-ttiotion inthe Body, my 
{cruple -would - yet remain ; for 
the Carteſians themſtlves confeſs; 
that thepower: the Soulhas of fo 
much as- determining the motion 
of the/Body belongs to it, not 
upon any* yfical' Account, but 
by the'Pparticular- Appointment 
w: # immediate Power of God, 
who weld have tHat Power one 
of the-Conditions* 'or Properties 
of the' Union of -the' Soul and 
Body. © So-that' tb tne, who de- 
' fire tohaveir- explained how-an 
immaterial Subftatce can moye 
Matter; and conſequently, how 
God can' do it, it will be no 1&- 
tisfation' to ſay, that' the Ratio- 
nal SouFcan move the Body” tis 
joyned £67 ſince that-Power isre- 
ferred” tnerelyt to God's Appoint- 
ment: And thequeſtion' is, how 
God hinfelf can'be'conceived to 
move! matter.'! 15717: 

' Artobi* 1: ea not whbthcr 
upon the” ſame' Grbunds which 
do hot Uifallow;! Eimay not'add; 
thar whereas by many 41 looked! 


xn 


© 95.3 . 
itpott as an' inconceivable thing 
that” God ſhould ſee mens 
"Thoughts, to meitappears as lit- 
tle intelligible how'he can know 
their outward Actions : For ſince 
weldveno'way of diſcerning the 
partichlar motions-of Mens Bo- 
dies; but by ſothe' of our Senſes, 
eſpecially our fight; and finee 
thoſe' Senfations themſelves nece(- 
farily requ ive Orgpcs duly confti- | 
tuted; thitis, made up of divers 
parts, ffam'd andjoyn'd after ſuch 
a determinate matiner, T ſee not 
how we cat) explain'the Percepti 
on'0f' viſible” Objects without an 
Eye; or fo much asany Corporeal 
Organ; 'or Subſtance ; eſpecially 
| fince' "ris, ,and' that very juſtly; 

aſſerted; that the Deity is not u- 

.  hited"to any portionof matter, as 
the Human Soul is fo the Human 
Body.” And to theſe Inſtances, | 
others to the ſane purpoſe might 
be added; but thar I think it fit- 
ter t9 mitid you, that of thoſe al. 
ready mention'd amonglt us,there 
are ſome that T preftime you will 
C62: judge. 


oo 


i 
judg referable to that which Ilate- - 
ly called a poſſible Modes', ſince it 
eems, toto genere, as they ſpeak, 
inexplicable, how the Attribute 
inexiſts in the Subject, and after 
what manner the Caule.can pro- 
duce the Effect aſcribed to ir. 
7m. I know you too well, Gen- 
tlemen, to ſuſpe&t, you mean, by 
this, to deny to God either the 
power of moving matter, or that 
| of perceiving all its motions. 
Arnob. You may well take that 
for granted, and you may remem- 
ber, that to prevent miſtakes, I 
was careful in propoſing. my Ad- 
vice. to except thoſe things for 
which there is ſome poſitive proof 
competent in its kind. __ 
' -Pyrocl. -One. may then, with- 
out ſurpriſing you, ask what kind 
of proofs thoſe may be ?_ -- 
Arngb. A full Anfwer to that 
Queſtion would take up too much. 
of- thar little time that is allowed 
us beforeit grow dark, to go tho- 
row the Advices that yet Teinain 
unſpoken of. - But yet tocomply 
with 


with you as far as my haſte will 
permit, Iſhall name two or three 
kinds of politive proofs, that may 
| be employedon ſuch occaſions as 
we ſpeak of. Andfrf, if there 
be an effect that we diſcern muſt 
proceed from ſuch a Cauſe, or 
Agent, we may conclude that 
ſuch a Cauſe there is, tho we do 
not particularly conceive how, 
or by what operation 'tis able to 
produce the acknowledg'd effect : 
Thus, tho a man otherwile of a 
good Judgment, being wholly a 
{tranger to' the Mathemarticks, 
cannot conceive how a skillful A- 
ſtronomer can many years before 
hand fore-tell' Eclipſes to a day 
and hour, and perhaps to a few 
minutes; yet when the ſucceſs 
does, as it often happens, verifie 
{uch PrediQtions, he will be fatis- 
fed, that the maker of them had 
the skill to foreknow the things 
foretold in them. And fo the 
generality of Learned Men among 
us,who are not fo much acquaint- 
ed With that part of Navigation, 
| "Wwe 3 which 
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which ſame Moderns have by a 
Greek Name called Zinen-Eyre- 
ztica, or the Art of ſteering to 
74: mu cannot well 'conceiye 
how a Ship, that is, for inſtance, 
in the vaſt Atlantick Ocean above 
a thouſand miles from any ſhoax, 
ſhould be ſo dire&ed as to arrive 
juſt at a little Harbor not Cannon- 
ſhot over, which perhaps neither 
the Pilot, nor any other jn-the 
Ship ever ſaw. And yet as little 
'as we can diſtinaly conceive how 
ſuch an Art of finding Ports can 
be framed, we ſcruple not to al- 
low there is ſuch an one, becauſe 
Navigators to the Eaſt and Weſt 
Tadies, corfid not without. the 
Guidance of ſuch an Art find the 
remoteſt Ports they are bound 
for.” 

A ſecond ſort there is of po- 
ſitive proofs conſiſting of thoſe 
Conſequences that are clearly and 
legitimately inferr'd from any 
manifeſt acknowledg'd, or alrea- 
dy demonſtrated Truth. To this 
ſort belong diyers Mathematical 
* 'Propolitions 
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Propoſitzons--»-and 'Corgllaries;, 
which. pon being nakedly propo- 
ſed they: feenv incredible to the 

nerality of Learned;Men, and 
| og to  Mathematicians 
themlſelyes, are yet fully aſſented 
to, becauſe - they clearly. follow 
from either manifeſted or demon- 
trated /Truths. Thus many can- 
not conceive how - *tis - poſhble 
there may be a million, - for in- 
ſtance, of Circles, ( or -as many 
more as you pleaſe ) - whoſe Cir- 
cumferences {hall each of them 
come nearer and nearer to one a- 
' nother , and toaſtraight Line af- 
ſign'd, and yet none of them 
either touch, much leſs cut, er- 
ther any other - Circle, or that 
Line but in one and the ſame 
point. And yet this is one of the 
odd Propoſitions that Geometers 
have rightly deduc'd as Corolla- 
ries from the ſixteenth of Zuclid's 
third Element. And tho wecan- 
not clearly conceive how two 
Lines, that at their remoteſt ends 
are but little diſtant from eacho- 
| Co's ther, 


( 49 ) 
ther, ſhould PRyerathy inches 
towards:each'other without ever 
concurring ; yet Geometficians, 
that is, therigideſt Reaſoners that 
we know of, Jave been-C8n Al'd 
admit this inthe Zinea' Comthoides ' 
of. Vicomedes, to name no-more. 
But tho,i( not to touch the ſame 
ftringstoo often) I thought fit to 
mention © theſe * Inftances, yet 
whether.you judge: them ſuffici- 
ent or no, / you will 'allow that 
which may' be taken from the 
endleſs diviſibility of a Lide : For 
tho; if 1 miſremember not, $- 
phronius told re, he took notice 
tovou how unable we are to haye 
a fatisfaQory apprehenſion, how 
a ſhort line as well as a long, can 
be divided into 'more and more 
parts without any ſtop, ; yet Geo- 
metricians generally ' admit this, 
becauſe it may be clearly deduc'd 
from ſome Geometrical Truths, 
and particularly from the incom- 
menſurableneſs of the' Side and 
Diagonal of a Square. And'if 

you will allow me to have once 
0 - more 


* 
- 


( 41 ) 
more recourle to Divine Preſci- 
exice, 1 may add another acknow- 
ledg'd inftance by repreſenting, 
that Philoſþhers have admitted 
that, becauſe they judged it clear- 
ly: to follow from the infinite 
Perfe&ions of God; tho, how 
he can' foreſee: Contingency the 
moſt judicious and modeſt of them 
did not pretend their Reaſon was 
able to coneeive. . SHEAR 
Timoth. To theſe two kinds of 
poſitive proofs mention'd by 4r- 
»obius, 1 doubt not but he will 
- give me leave to add Divine Re- 
velations, if competently atteſt. 
ed ones can be produc'd ; and 
therefore I will not by going a- 
bout to evince this, ſpend any of 
the time he referves' for the re- 
maining Rules, to which he may, 
for me, advance aſſoon as he 

thinks fit. | WE | 
Arnob. 1 accept the Liberty you 
offer me, 7imothenus, to proceed 
to my'next Advice; whichis this. _ 


That 


'(4) 
The Fourth Advice, or Rule. 


That when we treat | of Proviles? d 
CR 0 he dns 
ways to thigk every thing. falſe, 
that from ,to thwart ſome-re- 
ceived Dittate.of. Reaſon.. 


As great a Paradox as this may 
at firſt bluſh appear, yet jt will 
need little more:to make it' out 
than the application of - ſome 
things -already delivered on occa- 
ſion .of the ' two foregoing Ad- 
vices,. of which this is indeed lit- 
tle .more than a Corollary. For 
it being . evident, that as a great 
part of the DiQates of Reaſon 
are Negative, ſo Magnune Pro- 
politions do: uſually ſpring from 
the repugnancy. we judge that 
ſome things have to ſome poſitive 
Dictate of Reaſon ; if thoſe po- 
ſitive DiQates contain but gradu- 
al and limited Truths { to bor- 
row Sophrozias his Terms ; ) and 
come to be unduly extended to 
privileg? 


privilegd; SubjeQss it may very 
may he really true, that yet mull 
appear jalſe,. if zcbe judg'd of by 
its. congrujty to one. of thoſe limi- 
ted, and. bur relpeQive Diftates 
of Reaſon. *Tis allo clear, thas 
not only in Philoſaphy, but natu- 
ral (as well as reveal'd) Theolo- 
gy the. uſual ground on which 
we reject many things1s, that we 
judge them unintelligible. And 
I cenſure not the praQtice in ge- 
neral, but I think it may ca 
miſlead us, when it is extended to 
things that we may diſcern to 
tranſcend our Reaſon, as for ought 
yetappears, ſome of the Zodus's 
even of 'things Corporeal are 
found to do. And we think we 
haye made complete Enumerati- 
ons of -the ſeveral ways of inex- 
iſtence of an Attribute in a Sub- 
jett, or of the operation of one 
thing upon another, when indeed 
we have overlook'd one or other, 
and perhaps that which- we have 
thus pretermitted may be the true 

| OnCc 
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(44) 
one; tho it may be alſo that no 
attention and diligence of ours | 
could in ſome Caſes have ſerved 
our turn, the Modzs inquired af- 
ter being not conceivable to us, 
thoit may be. too a higher than a. 
human IntelleQ. 

' Pyrocles. . The School-Philoſo- 
phers for many Ages in the Cata- 
ogues they made of the ways of 
a Bodies working upon another 
at a diſtance, did not think of 
the true ways by which Odors and 
Sounds are communicated to us, | 
and therefore had recourſe tocer- | 
tain unintelligible things, which 
they were pleas'd to call Species | 
Intentionales, Whereas - thoſe 
modern Naturalifts that philoſo- 
phize freely, acknowledge, that 
Odors are communicated by Z/- 
fluviums, exhaling from the odo- 
rous Body, and fitted to affe&t our 
Noſtrils, and Sounds are tranſ* 
mitted to the Ear by the undula- 
ting motion which the Air is put 
into by the impulſe of the vibra- 
ring, or otherwiſe agitated parts 
of the ſonorous Body. + Tims, 


a 


THF eg we es ” N 
J $, X + by Diet us 2 l Rr! ” "I" ” 
GS « 4 es 0 Bs pane on ood Cy Soi thee Pg "RE OI40y "TOR Ew = adit bad _ - 
: - * org ? 1-0 . "4 rs F ” OY TREE I, 
p S 0 
. [3 
7 
+ 
\ « 
- - , . 
ks 
bh vB, 


Timoth. Methinks we need not 


£0 out of- our ſelves to find In-._ 


nces of both the parts of what 
Arnobins was laſt ſaying, if we 
admit,: as I queſtion not but we 
rationally may, this Tenet of the 


generality of Philoſophers, both 


ancient and modern, That the 
Reaſonable Soul is an immaterial 
Subſtance : For then :. whereas 
men wank they have ſufficiently 
enumerated the ways of deter- 
mining the -motion of -a Body, 
by daying, that the determinati- 
on muft_ be made either in the 
Line wherein the. Impellent that 
put: it into motion made it move, 
or in. the Line wherein it was de- 


termined to move by the fituatt 


on of the reſifting Body that. it 
met with.in its way ; the motions, 
of the animal Spirits, if not alfo 


' ſome other internal parts of the 


Body,. may, the Body being duly, 
diſpoſed, bu determined \ wy 
human ' Will ; which is a way 
quite differing from the other. 
And how this Attribute, 1 on 
rae 


-” 


46 ) 
the' power” of determining: t the 


motion of # Body, without any 


power to itipart motiotr to-that 


Body, Mould belonp'ro an imma- 
rerial' Crextiife, whictt has no 


_ Eorporeal” Parts to refiſt* the free 


paſſage 'of a"Bod yy and thereby 
tne the Line'of 'its Motion, is 
riot yet, rior perhaps ever Will be 
rt this life,” clearly conceived by 
us men, tho-there' is no'doubr, 
but that he; who: indowed' rhe 
__ with this Attribute 'or Pow- 

&r, "perfeMy' underſtands, both 
how it exiſts in the Soul, ant 
fow the Sou! by Exeftitng i, .Ope- 
rates on thi Body. 

" Pyrocles: But can ay” thing 
ſeem more uhreaſonable rlian ro 
embrace opinions that contradit 


fit Rules of Reaſon ; which pra- 


Etice, if it be once allowed; Lb 
fould we trouble our filves ro 
Np te what i 1s congrugus or 

ngruons'to Reaſon, thrice the 
mak bins a difevyery, that "art 0- 
pinion is Tepagnantto itz will not 
affure us: of that opinions being 
falſe. Arnob, 


(i ) 
mob. Ay erſbnlefs knowing 
a Equitable than Pyrocler would 
have d this double ObjeCti- 
ett/if he had remembred, | what 
hath been formerly ſaid , aþpli- 
cable'to doh een 24 pur poſe, and 
what kind'o ppioes hey: are that 
wearedilcourling of : Butto re- 
fiind'him a lictk of then; I ſhall 
defire him-to conſider with. me, 
; 2] no way difallow' the” Te- 
g of Opinionsthat arefound 
egy to thoſe Rules of *Rea- 
ſon, at the framing of which the: 
things opin'd about were duly ta- 
1, Kket- into confideration : [But in 
| Caſes not ' thatight on when ſach 
Rules' were deviſed, we are nor 
always bound' to | ſubmit to be 
jadged by theins 4nd to maintain 
dn-opinion unconformable to fuch | 
a'Rule, may be not' ro oppoſe" ge- 
nitineand abſolate diate of Rea- 
for, but to' re&#ifie' one": hit, is 
erroneouſly thought: fo, by + | 
ing, that the Rule is expre 
more Catholick - and | refs 
Ts than it SD "_ k 
n 
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» as <3 
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And of two opinions you will not > 
deny that that1s the moſt Tat. 
nal that is moſt agreeable to 
Rules of Reaſon, that are framed 
vn the fulleſt informapin: os 
en. "Tis not difficult to ga- 
ther wa what. You have ſaid, 
Arnobzus, that inthe Rule 
propoſed to us ;. Very few of þ 
Caſes that oceur -h rn 
courſe, or even in Fat of Phi 
ſophers, will be, at, all concern 
And. in theſe few Caſes wherein 
you, intend the Rule ſhould take 
place, you are. careful to obviate. 
1nconyeniences by a, double . cau- 
Uh; The firſt 7 
that the opinion. that claims an 
exemption from. the common. 
Rules, is not ari arbitrary or pre- 
carious.. 7enef, . but ſuffici- 
ſufficiently made . out by . proper. 
Arguments. And the. ſecond, by 
declaring, that *is not to contra=: 
_ dif, right Reaſon, but bad Rea: 
ſoners to give limitation to Rules; | 
that have been too haſty. | 
fram'd. and « conceiv 'd in too go". 
nera 
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teral Terms,by men, who et- 
| ther [were not competently. in- 
- fornr'd of the; variety of Particu- 
' Jars, when they took uponthem 
to: make: Anelyſes and; Enumera- 
tions:z or elfe- preſunt'd to. infer, 
that a thing was not, becauſe 
they did not undetftand the 470- 
aus of its exiſtence or operation. 
_  £frnobins. You take my ſenſe 
Tight, Zugevius, and 1 have of- 
ten thought,' that the caufes of 
the: great clamor that is made a- 
gainſt ſome-men for not obſequi- 
oufly ſubmitting} to, what ſome 
others, call the: Rules of Reafon, 
are, that men do not fufficiently 
underſtand the ature of things 
and themſelves, but entertain too 
narrow / conceptions of the for- 
mer, and too high an opinion of 
malate 71-1658 - 2497 
._ \Pyrocles;: The DiQtates of Rea- 
ſon; being the ſureft;: if not -the 
only ſafe Rules, that Nature has 


given usto frame our Diſcourſes 


| | and Ratiocinations; by ; I confels 
| tar, tho not fully reſodlv'd, yet 
"20 D&d - very 
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(59) 
yery unwilling, toallowany Cort- 
cluſion/ that is not eonformable/rs 
them: or to admit that any things 
ſhould be ſo highly: privilee'd, 'as 
to: be exempted from- the Jurif- 
dition of Reaſon, whoſe genuine 
Declarations they are. ' | 
Eugenins. This ' ObjeQtion, Py- | 
:ocles, ſeems to me to be ground- 
ed rather upon an' ambiguity of 
Terms, than the' true nature of 
Things..'” For Reaſon is- often: 
times _ fora - of REN | 
and Propoſitionsemploy'd and'act 
cuieſeNt in by this: 3 that ſort of | 
Reaſoners, that are wont to have 
names, given them from this/or 
that particular Diſcipline, as A- 
ſtronomy , Chymiſtry, -Opticks, 
cc. of whoſe receiv'd Dottrines 
. they are ſuppoſed tro be many 
maintainers. But it is alfo with 
at leaſt as much: propriety; uſed 
to ſignifie the rational faculty it 
_ ſelf, furniſhed with the light that 
accompamies it when'it is rightly 
diſpoſed and informed: In the 
firſt of theſe two Senſes it yo 
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but feaſdriable to-Allow, that ſonje 
Things ought t6'have "the privi- 
wy exempted froth! be; 

by ſomi'6f the armie Rub ; 
om, tte, employ'do-judge-of 6 
ther things By{ fo#Dime or rhefe 
Rules / were fram's vpor a{light 

fatlon of ivebmimon Hd 
fulhiLint- things", *ither by: the 
ar,-or' by men that for A 
kill -or application of mihd = 
did>not ics Kory the'di- 
ftin& natures 6f-thin#s, and''yet 
preſiin'd to Gee RA RE a re 
mens inadvertefice- or lazifef Ale 
made them re&fiye 'for certain 
DiQtates of Reaſon: wherets o- 
ther natures ſhofild Rlve beeti then 
eonſidered as Well 'as theſe: arid 
by reaſon of *theif not Havitg 
beeir fo; the Rules'T: + 1 of re 
not alway s proper and ſafe, when 
they are "afiplyec to theſe 'over- 
koked 'natures, Thus ' Srereffos 
Bins, ns Tittie 4d Eotak Mo- 
tron, do in forne Caſes rec quirsro 


be n Ne by other Flt 


than” Sub/Arhtes, whether miteri- 
Dd 2--. -ab 


( 52 ). 
al, or incorporeal.. ' And-ſo allo 
the more nice , Metaphy ficians, ;&+ 
ſpecially among. the Moderns, 
have thoughtthemſclves obliged 
to” diſcourſe of  Moduſes, Relatir 
ons, Privations, Extrinſecal De- 
nominations, &s. in a verydiffe- 
ring , way... from..that which; be- 
longs to-Bodies and Spirits; tho 
the unskilful .Ceven among other; 
wiſe learned men) have been 
wont, and; {till are apt, 't9;cpft- 
found all theſe SubjeQs.; by ap: 
plying to them. indiſcriminately 
the fame Rules, or, as they think 
them, DiQates of Reaſon. -...- 
But, befides what may be-ſaid 
of theſe long unregarded or un- 
diſtinguiſhed natures, there are 
other entities that are more gene- 
rally and famnliarly taken, notice 
of,.. wherein I may think one may. 
find inſtances more applyable to 
ſerve, that tho all: other aQual 
Beings are compounded ( to ſpeak 
in the language of the Schools) of 
Eflence and Exiſtence; yet.ac- 


cording 


(53) ."", 
cording to the notion of Meta: : 
phyficians as well 'as Divines; it 
muſt be acknowlede'd, that the 
ſimplicity of the-Divine Nature 
is ſuch as to exclude from God'e- 
ven this kind of compoſition, And 
indeed the notion''we have of a 
Being infinitely perfeQ, imports, 
that, tho in no other Being, yet in 
this; thoſe two are inſeparable; 
for aQual exiſtence being a per- 
feCtion, muſt needs belong to the 
Nature of a Beinfg infinitely per- 
fe.” The generality 'of Philo- 
ſophers, after 4rifotle, conceive 
: Place to be the immoveable and 
immediately contiguous concave 
_ Surface of the ambient Body, {o 
that *ris'a-kind of Veſlel that eve- 
ry way contains ' the' Body lodg'd 
init'; but; with' this difference 
that a Veſſel is' a kind of move- 
able-place, as when a Bottle of 
Wine is: carried from the Cellar 
to:the Table; but place is an im- 
moveable: Veſſel, or a Veſſel con- 
ſidered as immoveable : now ſup- 
poling with 4iforle, and the 
1 Dd3z genera- 
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generality ; of; Philoſophers, . the 
plenitzudegf the world, itmay be 
traly faid,' that ' all Plants, Ani> 
mals, Minerals, . Stars and-other 
Bofies are each of themin fach an 
Ariltotelijan place as has been de- 
icrjh'd 3 Whenee it has been uſu- 
ally-laid by .Phaloſophers,, - that 
what is in go- place (1 bope they 
mgant tt only of Bodies Y 15 not 
at-all.; -ygtit appear3nothow the 
outermoſt Heaven, whether that 
be che Firniament, 'or no, I.need 
not here inquire, can'be properly - 
laid ta be in. a. place, fince theſe 
Philoſophersafſerting the Warld 
to be-fanite,, muſt granc there is.nq_ 
ambient body withour it to.con- 
tain: it. And 1 ſhall: add on this 
oceafion, - thag if the outermoſt 
Heaven. ſhoyli} be impeld by the 
1rrehfiible [power of Gal na 
there ſhauld:eaſue.a; motion wath- 
out; ehange * bf- place +: fori the 
. outermoſt Heavenwas/innanebe- 
tore, and does not by:its- ptagreſ(- 
fda 'oorne. £0. be" contain'd-by: a | 


08) 


new ambient Body. And.in this 
caſe even according ro thoſe mo- 
dern Favourers of role that 
approve Des" Cartes his definition 
of local motion ( which indeed is 
far more intelligible than 4rifto- 
ts ) the world may be faid to 
move without changing df place; 
for it does. not paſs from the 
Neighbourhood of ſome Bodies 
to:that of others ; ſince compri- 
fing- all Bodies, and yet being 
bounded, there is no body fort 
toleave.behind, nor any beyond 
it for it to approach to ; and'tho 
' the Carteſians in their Hypotheſis 
of the indefiniteſs of the World 
do-partly avoid. the force of what 
I have been ſaying ; yet beſides 
what may-be rationally urg'd to 
{hew, . that if the world be nor 
more than' indefinite, it-muſt be 
really finite. I conſider that the 
Carteſians, tho upon grounds of 
their own, muſt allow what 1 was 
obſerving, namely, that tho eve- 
ry particular body in: the Ulnti- 
verle is naturally capable of Lo- 
Dd 4 cal 
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cal Motion. Yet the'Uniyerſe it 
ſelf is not';. and: tho every par- 
ticular body in the world have - 
ſome. determinate Figure; yet 
the world it ſelf, being indefinute, 
has not ſs. Sato 0711, 7 

Whereas 4riftotle and the Phi- 
loſophers thathave lived ſince his 
time, have generally admitted 
the diviſion eſtabliſh'd by him, of 
all Entities, into Subſtance, and 
Accident , and accommodated 
their Rules to one of them, or 
both : The Learned Gaſſendus 
and his Followers, have intro- 
duc'd a third ſort of things, as not 
being either Subſtances, or Acci- 
dents: and theſe if you will ad- 
mit, you will I preſume, admit 
too, that they may be privileg'd 
from their-Rules calculated for 
other Natures. Of this kind of 
things, the Gaſſexd:ſfs make Place 
or Space to be. For they will not 
allow it tobe a Subſtance, becauſe 
it is neither body, nor ſpirit, but 
only ſomewhat that hasa capacity 
toTeceliveor contain bodies, and 
7, | would 


[ 


c ts 7 ol 
would fubliſt;/tho'Godfhould an- 
nikilate all de/Sabſtances 'he has 
created:  'Andfor the ſame'rea- 
On it is \not'to-be-called an Acci- 
deht; i fince that” neceſſarily re- 
quires a Subſtance to. reſide in 
according to that received Axi- 
om')' Accidentis'eſſe , ' eſt ineſſe , 
whereas in caſcof the annihilation 
of the world iti elf, and' conſe- 
quently all Subſtances 'that' com- 
poſe'it, their place or ſpace would 
fill remain, and be capable of - 
admitting -a new world of -rhe 
ſame extent, if God ſhould be 

pleaſed to createit z- whence Gaſ:- 
Sendus wittily | infers » that Bo- 
| eh ue coy — in Te- 
-of ' place, than ſpace in re- 
Repin 'of Bodies? \ "But without 
fayh - in examine -this Paradox, 
venture'to ſay in/getieral; 
that the who ſhall:with an heed- 
ful, -and unprejudiced eye, _ 
vey. the ſeveral Hypotheſes, 
| Syſtems; maintaiwd by the dif. | 
- fering SeQts of Philoſophers, may 
tanks chat tho the Inſtances will 
not 
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Not be all of them: the ſame;z./yet 
there;js-nons of thele SyBemsin | 
which, one may-notobſerye.ſome 
thing or other, to., whidh;eyery 
one ofthe Rules-that reach tq.che 
othex;!Snbjets; weated of inthat 
Philoſophy, cannot Jafely-be-ap- | 
ply'd- ' And-indeed. the mind-of 
man-being naturally. far more 
take.the pains Tequilite t9:.exa» 
mine,” whether bg: does ſo or-not, 
is very. prone to: think. that any 
{mallnumber of things thatit has 
not! diſtinatly, canſidered;, muſt 
be. of the ſame nature and Gcondi- 
tion with the rgft that he judges 
to be of the ſame- kind, For-by 


_thusattaining tothe knowledge.gf 


things, by, way obIpterence,\the 
mind . gratifies-4t;0nge;,both-its 
vaniy,; and; its lazineſs; looking 
upon; theſe Contluſions,,.asmarks 


_of the excellency _of-:its: rational 


faculty, whilſt they, ratbar pra- 
ceeditom 4 want of the due: e8er- 

ciſa;of its!" 131 2f392 gout s 
Pyroctes,'. But if. the wecchv'd 
Dictates 


[ 


- "03 
DiQates of Reaſon'be not always 


ſafe grounds to proceed upon-in 
_ our Diſcourſe, I would gladly 
know by what Rules we ſhall 
judge of thoſe Rules, and diſco- 
ver then to be erroneous, in caſe 
they be fo, and by what meaſures 
we ſhall eſtimate truth and falſe- 
hood , in thoſe things wherein 
the uſe of thoſe Rules muſt be 
laid afide. 

 Arnobins. Nour double obje- 
Qtion, Pyrocles, T confeſs to be 
weighty enough to deferve a con- 
ſiderate anſwer, and to give you 
the ſum of mine- in few words, I 
{hall tell you, that in. my opini- 
on, fince there 1s-no progreſs i 
znfixitum ih the Criteriz of truth, 
and that our faculties are the beſt 
inſtruments that God has given us 
to diſcover,and to examine it by,1 
think a clear light.or evidence of 
. perception {ſhining in the under- 
Kanding, affords us the greateſt 
afſurance we: can have, ( I mean 
.1n a zataral way ) of the truth of 
the judgments we paſs upon 
ther fo "things 
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them, that there are 


( 60) | 


things, whether they be other 
things , or the vulgar rules of 
reaſoning, or ſubjets that claim 
a privilege from thoſe rules. 
-- And here give me leave to. 
conſider, that it is not by 2nduct:- 

07, but by evidence,that we know, 
that ex vero nil ni verum ſequi- 
tur. By which it _—_—_ that 
the nate light of the rational 
faculty is more primary, thanthe 
very Rules of Reaſoning, ſince by 


that light we judge even of the | 


lately mention'd Axiom which is 
it ſelf the grand principle-of Ra- 
tiocinations made by Inference. | 
 Eungenius. This matter may be 
perchance ſomewhat: illuſtrated 
by obſerving that, as the under- 
ſtanding is wont to be look'd up- 
on as the eye of the mind; fo 
there 1s this — between 
ome things 
that-the eye may diſcern (and 
does judge of ) organically, if I 
may ſo ſpeak. that 1s, by the help 
of inftruments: as when it: judg- 
ies'of a.Line to be ftreight by the 
application. 


applicasion of a Ruler to it,; OL 
fo be perpendicular by. the: helpof 
a Plumb-line, or a Circle to be 


perfe& by the help of /a pair of 


Compaſſes: But there are other 
things which the eye. docs per+ 
ceive (and judge. of) immedt. 
ately and by intuition, and with- 
out the help of Organs or Inſtru- 
ments;- as-when- by the bare evi- 
dence of the. perception it knows 
thatthis colour is red, and that 0- 
ther blye,; and that Snow is white, 
- not black, and a Char-coal black, 
not white-; and ſuch a PiQture is 
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very like, or: another: unlike, to 


the face it was drawn to _ 
OINe 


ſent. -For..thus there are ſorh 

things, that' the Intellect uſually 
judges of;in a kind of Organical 
way, thaf; is, by the help of cer- 
rain, Rules, or Hypotheſes, ſuch 


as areA great” part of the Theo- _ 
rTems and' Concluſions in Philo-. 
ſophy and../Divinity.. But there: 
are others which it knows with- 


out'the help of theſe Rules more 
xnmediately, and as it were 1n- 
| * tuttively 


5 


2 - * 
fuitively: by evidence of percep: 


tion; by which way we know ma- | 


ny prime notions and Effata, or 
Axioms* Metaphylical , &c. as 


that Contradicory Propofitions } 


cannot both''be trues- that from 
truth nothing but truth can legiti- | 
. mately be deduc'd; that-two things 
that are each of thews' equal to 4 + 
third thing, are equal to 0ne ano- 

ther ; that a whole number is either | 
even or odd.. And 'tis alſo upon 


this evidence of perception'; that | 


we receive with an undoubted af- 
ſent many primitive Ideas and no- 
tions, ſuchcas' thol& of. extended 


— 
. 
F 


Subſtance- or Body, Diviftbility, 
or:Local Motion, a ſtreiplit Line} 
a Circle, a right Angle;'and 'ma- 
ny. other things that'it would be 
here ſuperfluous to mention. ©” 

Arxobins. 1 think )the&-internal 
Light that the Auth6r'6f Natire 


has ſet up' in mans JntelleQ qua® | 


lives him, if he' makes'« right 
uſe of it, not only to -ap2/y the 
Inſtruments of Knowledge; but 
alſo to frame , and t6! riweamine: 
them. - 


_ them For 'by-rhehelp-6f this 
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Ligtity' 'the Undeiftanding* 
thee to” qares (a { doth to 


oÞ>things , ' Without | ' being-* 
celfitated to: employ in itsSpecit- 
litions,' the Rales te DiQatresof 
any partieulag'Seience” '6r Diſei- 

ine;-being \Faficiently a(fifte fted 
"Wo Pight, and the 


= WEE Sperm idriysF; nd 


a oP ally phtticular -or FT 
ottinate poo opminet Fin VIAndby 
theſe—meary the] ndeftanding 

may perceive-thie imperfe&ion 
and fallity' of fricti/Rules 6r Theo-" 
remns, as theſe" cent that! lodKno 

YM hs thatitheir 
ſence” "of Art, 
Rene 'Sele : 


Sithour adn Checkers 1t 


were 
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were sQually in being or not-s. OF 
even. hen, they. ſuppoſe that.*tis 
not, attually in.being ; 5 yerom 
frye car cogoypun of a Roſe 
nh xd when there there are none 
puremind ay + and haves 
Es notion of.'a -Ayriagen, , tho 
*tis very like thers is ng fob Be 
gure really.cxiftent. i 
They, have, .geftieral 4 NCHIGCL 
that the: efſence: of things. is;dif- 
and ſcparabls.from their 
5 wag And;iyet. when; we 
od er: that Godijg a Doing inf 
nitely” perfe& , - and. that aus 
exiſtence bg F IP 4 
belon to im +: W&.-may Y. 
blogs of Reaſon thatdiQtated 
Jo aa $4 Wh &- 
rabſe. things in r Beings, 
 laract at they os Iinſeps- 
thay, the. orementi at INC es Rule tho 


* 


lolophers ng thac Lo 


only. all forts 'of ; Bodies, but. the 
immaterial Souls of Men, { and 
Angels : themſelves, ſuppoling 
ſuch Beings ) are all cadowed 
with Qualities which are Acci- 
dents, have included it in the ve- 
Ty notion of a ſubſtance, to be 
the ſubje& of Accidents, or as 
the Schoolmen ſpeak, /ub/fare fc- 
cidentibus , and accordingly /ub- 
/tantia is wont to. be derived 4 
{ubſtando : * But the infranchiſcd 
Intelle&; finding in it ſelf a no- 
tion of an- abBonacts perfed, 
and therefore exiſtent Being ; and 
conſidering that to be the Piet 

of Accidents, is not-a-rthing a- 

 greeable to the higheſt perfeRi- 
on poſlible ; it concludes, thatin 
God there are no Accidents. And 
this Concluſion has been embra- 
ced as a part, not only of Chri- 

ſtian, but of Natural, Theology ; 

and maintain'd by divers Philoſo- 

phers themſelves, upon Meta- 
phyfical and other meerly ratio- 
nal grounds. .In ſhort, the na- 
tive light of themind may cnable 
] E "a man 
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6): 
a man, that will make a free and 
induſttions uſe of it, both to paſs 
a right judgment” of 'the extent 
of thofe very Diftates that are 
commonly taken for Rules of 
Reaſon, 'and to frame others on 
purpoſe for privileg'd things, ſo 
far forth as they are” ſo. 'ButT 
fear, Gentleinen, rhe fourth Ad- 
vice T have ventured to offer you, 
has by its tediouſnels, made you 
juſtly itnpatient of being detain'd | 
by it ſo long :. -and *therefore 1 
ſhall advayice'to the'Fifth ; which - 


- 


| >} ar i ils "at PAL x $97 
' The'Fifth Advice;'or Rule. 


That where Privileg'd Things are 
contern'd, we are 'not' alia 1ys 
bound To rejett every:thing, as | 
falſe, that we know not how to © 

'  recontite with ſomething that is 
true. = 


. © Pyrocl. You may call this an 
Advice, ' but I doubt others will 
ſtyle it a Paradox, and poſſibly, - 


54 Ke I  S 
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think'it one of the greateſt the 


" eyer was broackh'd. 


Arnob. Yet perhaps you will 
find by aridby, that it may be in 
reat part made. £09 oy what 
Fas been already {edurled, and 
by you admitted. / I'think it will 
aot be: doubted, 'bit that there 
are, or may be cyhceived ſtrei ight 
Lines, whereof ohe'is*huni 
or a thoufand times ” latger' Bolt 
another : * *Tis alſo” penera y 


grated, "har a lotget Line c6 


ilts of, .or may affordmore patts 
than” aſhorter; fora Line equal 


to the ſhorter, being then wr, 64 
the longer, and BY:c> ied 


as diviſible as 1t, hits will Fa 


main of the longer Line another 


Line, * perhaps mahy. times ex- 


ceeditig the ſhorter Line: And 


laſtly , **tis generally acknow- 
ledged, that no*Number can be 
preater than'infinite ;| ſmee if the 
lefſer number were capable of ac- 
ceſfion* (as it muſt, be, if it R. - 
ſhort of another number) i 
would need that acceſſion / ora 
Ee 2 greater) 
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greater ) to .make it infinite ,, 
which yet *tis ſuppoſed to be al- 
ready. Ss 

Pyrocl. 1 ſee. not yet to what 
all this may tend. ET | 

Arnob. You: will quickly per- 
ceive it, when I ſhall have defired 
you to. reconcile theſe Propoſiti- 
ons with the demonſtrations of 
Geometers of . the endleſs Diviſi- 
bility of all ftreight Lines; | 
whence they deduce , that tho 
they be very unequal .among 
themſelves, yet .the ſhorteſt of 
them contains, or may. afford infi- 
nite parts... | 

Pyrocl, Bat is there any thing 
more clear - to. humane under- 
ſtanding, or more ſuppoled in al- ' 
moſt all our Ratiocinations, than 
that two Truths cannot be con- 
tradictory to each other. 

 Arnob. ThoTI am far from af-' 
firmipg , that one Truth can 
really . contradict another truth ; 
yet I think that which 1s but a. 
gradual or limited truth, may in ] 
ſome few cales not be reconcile-. 
able ] 
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able by Us, to an abſolute and u- 
niverſal-Truth. For, Ithink we 
may ( with Sophronias) diſtin- 
guiſh thoſe Propoſitions we call 
true, inco Axioms Metaphyſical, | 
or Univerſal, that hold in all Ca- 
ſes without reſervation ; . and 
Axioms collefted or emergent ; 
by which I mean ſuch as reſult 
from: comparing together many 
particulars that agree in ſome- 
thing that is common to them all. 
And ſome of theſe, tho they be 
fogeneral, that in the uſual Sub- 
jects of our Ratiocinations: they 
admit of no exceptions ; yet may 
not be abſolutely and unlimitedly 
true ; .of which I know not whe- 
ther I formerly gave you an in- 
ſtance, even in that Axiom which 
(almoſt ) all ' meerly Natural 
Philoſophers have ſnppoſed and 
built on, that, ex 2ihilo nihil fir, 
which, tho at leaſt one of tlie 
higheſt of gradual or colleQted 
Truths, may yet be not univer- 
_ ally true, | ſince, for ought we 

know, God thatis acknowledged 
| E-£'3 'to 
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to bea Peing, that is infinitely per- 

feft, may: haye, and may have 

exerciſed, the -powep -of \Crea- 
ting. And inſ{uch Caſes as this, 
not. to be able, to reconcile a truth 
concerning - a. privileged thing 
with a Propoſition that genexally 
paſſes for true ( and inother Ca- 
ſes is fo indeed ) will not. preſent- 
ly oblige us to reje& either Pro- 
poſition as falſe, but ſometimes, 
without. deſtroying either, .qnly 
ro give one of them a due limita- 
tion, and reſtrain it to thoſe ſorts 
of things, on which *twas at firſt 
grounded, and to which *twas, 
becauſe of mans Ignorance, or 
inconſiderateneſs, that *rwas not 
at firſt confin'd, And it the Mi- 
racles vouch'd cither for the Chrj- 
ſtian, or for any other Religion, 
be any of them granted to be true; 
(asalmoſt all mankind agrees in 
believing 1n general, that there 
have been true Miracles; ). it 
cannot well be. deny'd but. that 
Phyſical | $=k AWE are but. li- 
mated, and ſuch as I called Col- 
lefted 
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leted Truths, being gathered 
from the ſettled Phenomena of 
Nature, and are Iyable to this li- 
mitation or exception, that Zhey 
are true, where the irreſiſtible power 
of God, or. ſome other ſupernatu- 
ral Apent is not interpos d to alter 
the courſe of Nature. 
Pyroct; But, do you think, there 
are no inconſiſtent Propoſitions 
that you would call. Truths , 
wherein you cannot ſhew that one 
of them is but a gradual or e- 
mergent Truth ? | 
Arzob. *Tis one thing to in- 
uire whether »2ex have yet di- 
ferned , or I am able to make 
out, that one of the Propoſitions 
you ſpeak of is but a limited truth; 
and another, to inquire, whe- 
ther ſpeaking abſolutely and uni- 
verſally, it may to any Intelle&t 
appear to be no more than ſuch. 
For firſt I conſider, that the Rea- 
{on why we judge things to be re- 
pugnant, Being, that the Noti- 
ons or Ideas we have of them - 
ſeem to us inconſiſtent, if either 
Ee 4 of 
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of theſe notions be wrong fra- 
med, or be judged of by an unfit 
Rule, we may think thoſe Pro- 
poſitions, to be contradiftory that 
really arenot ſo; as, if you heed- 
fully mark it, you ſhall find, that 
thoſe that are' wont to employ 
their imaginations about things 
thatare the proper ObjeQs of the 
Intelle&, are apt to pronounce 
things to be unconceivable, only 
becauſe they find them unimagin- 
able; as if the Fancy and the 
Intellect were Faculties of the 
ſame extent : Upon which ac- 
count ſome have ſo groſly err'd, 
as to deny all immaterial Sub- 
ſtances, and choſe rather ſo far 
to degradethe Deity it ſelf, as to 
impure to it a Corporeal Nature, 
than to allow any thing to have a 
Being that 1s not comprehenſible 
by their Imagination , which 
themſelyes acknowledge to be but 
a Corpareal Faculty. But be-. 
ſides this miſtake of things re- 
pugnant, which ariſcs from the 
mil application or miſ-manage- 
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ment of our diſcerning Faculties, 
I conſider in the next place, thar 
. there may be another that pro- 
ceeds from the ImperfeCtion and 
Limitedneſs of our Underſtand- 
ing, which being unable tojudge 
of privileged things at the ſame 
rate that it does of other ObjeAs, 
may ſometimes be unable to diſ- 
cover that reconcileableneſs that 
a more illuminated and penetra- 
ting Faculty may diſcern. This 
may be illuſtrated by what uſu- 
ally happens at Sea, ( for there 
mens Proſpe& is the moſt free ) 
when looking towards the Main, 
the Sky and the Waters ſeem to 
meet at the edge of the (ſenſible ) 
Horizon; tho-indeed they are as 
far diſtant as Heaven is from 
Earth; and on the other ſide if 
you skillfully mix together the _ 
dry and fine powder ef Orpi- 
ment, and that of Indico, you 
will produce 'a green colour, as 
is known to Painters, and the 
eye takes notice but of an uni- 
form mixture, in which it ſees 
| \ neither 
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neither blew nor yellow : But if, 
(as experience ſhews) you look 
on this mixture with a very good. 
Microſcope, the emergent colour 
will diſappear ; and you will 
plainly ſee inſtead of it, blew 
and yellow grains, of the. pow- 
ders diſtinQ from one another. 
Which Inſtances may ſerve. to 
ſhew the imbecillity of our viſive 
Faculty; and the later of them 
may teach us, that a thing may 
appear one and differing, as *tis 
looked upon by a. more or leſs di- - 
{cerning fight, But an inſtance 
more home to our preſent pur- 
poſe may be afforded by yellow 
Diamonds, which becauſe of 
their Colour , not only other 
Men, but the generality of Gald- 
{miths ( in whoſe error I have 
lometimes {ſhared ) take to be 
counterfeit Gems, or at beſt but 
Tight Topazes, Whereas very 
Skillful Lapidaries, will by ſure - 
ſigns diſcover and acknoyledge 
them to be true Diamonds, not- 
withſtanding their ſeeming dif- 
ference 


the eſſential property of a Circle ; 
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ference from. unqueſtion'd ones, 
and account them. to -be of the 
fame nature withthatnobleſt kind 
of Jewels. Whence we may learn 
that amore. skillful Judge may 
diſcern an agreement _ in things 
that almoſt all other men think 
they ſee. manifeſtly to be of di- 
ſtant natures... _. 
Eugenius. Give me leave, 
Gentlemen, to ſay on this occa- 
fion, that I have ſeveral times ob- 
ſerved, ' that men judge. ſome 
things to be irreconcileable, not 


only when they are both of them 


repreſented to the underſtanding 
in the forn: of Propoſitions ; but 
when one of them 1s but a notion, 
or a current definition. For di- 
vers of theſe notions do contain 
in them a Propoſition, or are equi- 
valent to it; As when a Circle 
is defin'd to be a Figure contain'd 
in a:Line, all whole parts are e- 
qually diſtant from the middle- 
moſt_ Point or Center, this defi- 
nition-contains an affirmation of 


and 
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. and by the generality of Geome- 
cricians is therefore diſcriminated 
from that Conick SeQion which 
they call an Ellipſis, tho that, be 
alſo a Figure terminated by one 
curve Lane. 

And becauſe you are verſed in 
Mathematicks, I ſhall or rhis oc- 
caſion ſhew you by'a Geometri- 
cal Inſtance, that if a man have 
not genuine and adequate noti- 
ons of the things he judges of, he 
may confidently, and even upon 
very probable grounds ,. judge 
things to be inconliſtent, that in 
reality, are not ſo. Forif agor- 
dinary Cultivater of Mathemati- 
.. cal Diſciplines ſhould hear one 
man ſay, that ſuch a Figure is an 
Ellipfis, and another affirm it to 
be a Circle, he would think their 
aſſertions to be inconſiſtent, ha- 
ving his mind prepoſſeſſed with 
an Ellipſis's, being a Conical Se- 
Qtion, whoſe properties muſt 
therefore -( he ſuppoſes ) be very 
differing from thoſe of a Circle ; 
whereas ſuch wary Geometri- 
cians 
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Clags as - the Learned Doctor 


Halls *. will tell him, that the * See his 


vulgar notions of. Conick SeCti- 


gures producible by them : For 
when a right Cone is.cut quite 
through by an inclining Plane, 
the figure produced by the SeQti- 
on agrees well with the received 
notion of an Ellipfis,. in which 
the Diameters are of unequal 
length, yet if. the Plane cut the 
Cone parallel to'the Baſis, that 
Conick SeQAion will be a true 
Circle, having all its Diameters 
—_—. 

'Tis indeed an yncommon and 
unheeded account, but ſuch an 
one upon which I have obſerved 
not only Logicians, but- Philoſo- 


 phers themſelves to err about 


judging things Teconcileable or 
inconfiftent ; - that if a man be 
not ſufficiently acqyainted with 
the nature of any of the two 
things under conſideration (and 
much more if he be ignorant. of, 
or miſtaken about bath ) he may 

Fn - think 


$34 | - . de Settioni- 
Qns are not adequate' to the Fi- bus Conjcis- 
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think there is. a contradiftiorl be- 
tween things, wherein a Superior 
or more piercing. Intelle& may 
diſcern a conſiſtency ; for taking 
it for granted, that he knowsone 
thing to be a truth, (if ſome 0- 
ther thing be afficm'd tobe ſo, 
which he has not. underſtanding 

or skill enough to Tee how to re- 
concile to it, *tis no wonder, that 
how well ſoever this may þe ' c- 
vinced, he” ſhould as lictle know 
how to admit, as how to reject it. 
This may 'be., partly illuſtrated, 
and partly 'prov'd by irfffaices 
.drawn from the ,Mathematicks 
themſelves : 'For a Novice in A- 
rithmetick, for example, finding 
That,according to his Rules; there 
is not one 'mean proportional 
number between 4. and. 35, Will 
ſcarce -be able to reconcile that 
{Propoſition , fo this other, That 
there are two mean propottio- 
nals between the mentioned 
numbers ; For he may with,great 
appearance of Reaſon ask, . how, 
it there be not ſo much as one 
mean 


CIP 7 
mean proportional, there can be 
two? Whereas thoſe that are 
acquainted with -rhe nature of 
Ranks'or Series'of numbers pro- 
' ceeding in Geometrical Propor- 
tion, will eafily diſcern that be- 
tween thoſe two recited, both 
the number 8, and the number 
16, are mean proportionals. 
Timothers. Tho diſallow not 
your Inſtance, © Zagenins, yet I 
ſhall bc'willingto hear one ortWwo 
others of a lefs abſtrated 'Na- 


F 


rure. . 

 Eup. Toobey you, 7:mothers,1 
ſhall add, that'it 'an old School- 
Philoſopher , 'or a-Mathematici- 
an not acquainted with the later 
Diſcoveries made by Teleſcopes, 
ſhould hear one man fay, that the 
Moon is the moſt enlightned, 
when ſhe appears full tous, and 
another affirm that ſhe is more'in* 
Tightned at' the New Moon 'than 
at the Full, he would readily can- 
clude, upon the ſuppoſition 
(which he makes no doubt of 
that the Moon receives all her 
light 
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light idweciately from the Sun, 
that. the aitirmation of the- later 
( Aſtronomer) cannot be true ; 
which yet he would not conclude, 
if he knew ( what is diſcovered 
by Teleſcopes ) that the Moon is 
as, well inlightned by the Earth, 
as the Earth by the Moon ; upon 
which ſcore, whereas at the Full 
ſhe receives but thoſe Beams that 
come to her diretly, from the 
Sun,. at the Change ſhe receives 
both ther in that part of her Bo- 
dy that is obverted to him, and 
thoſe: o:her Beams of his that are 
reflected from the Terreftrial 
Globe to that, part of the Moon 
that-is neareſt to us. = 
And to the foregoing Inſtance, 
I ſhall add one more, that; ſeems 
appolite enough to Arnobins's 
Purpoſe, and. *is, that before 
Pythagores, not only the vulgar 
of the Greeks, but their Philoſo- 
phers: and :Mathematicians ;too, 
abſerving oftentimes that a bright 
Star preceded the Riſing Sun, and | 
that: frequently alſo ( on other 


. days) | 


. Fs wage oy We. mavy” We 'F1 a0, 


aſſert, that: beſides the ſame (3: 
known :ones, the only ſevently 
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days): after Sur-ſet, another Star 
appear'd,that was none of the fix/d 
ones, ;they confidently concluded 
from the {o diſtant times of Appa: 
rition,, thatthe Sun wanarreaded 
by two dittering | Stars, to which 
accordingly, they gave two differ- 
ing.names; But Pphagoras, who 
was a far better Aftronomer ( as 


may be. gueſſed, .. among other 


things, by his maintaining in 


hot early -timies the motion,.of 
the earth about. the. Sun ), under; 
took to dilabuſe them, . and effeCt- 
ed it. | Now if one that had ob- 


| ſerved Fenus only. 'in the mora- 


ings, ſhould have  affirm'd, that 
belides the ſix known - Planets, 
there was but a ſeventh (namely 


'the. Phoſphorus ) Which preceded 


the! Riſing Sun; and another, 
(that had taken notice notice of 


her only.in the Evenings) ſhould 


was;.that called H/perns, which 
ſometimes appear'd after his Ser- 
ting.; a. By-ſtander would pre- 
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ſently have concluded, that their | 


Aﬀertions were not reconcileable, 
either ro one another, - or 'to'the 
truth ; which Cin his judgment ) 


was, thar there muſt be no leſs | 


than eight viſible Planets z and 
yet Pythagoras , who had more 


Skill, and more piercing witz did, - 


(as was lately noted )difcern and 


teach, thattheſe two Phenomena 


were produc'd by one and the 
fame Planet Yenus, determined 


by its peculiar motion (about - 
the Sun) to ſbew it ſelf near our } 


Horizon, fometimes before he 
aſcends it, and ſometimes after 
hehad left it. Such inſtances as 
theſe, tho offered but as flluſtra- 
tions, may perſwade us from be- 
ing too forward to rejeQt every 


TOI that we fee not how 
Dre 


reconcile to what we take for a 
'truth ; provided the diftruſted 


Propoſition be ſach as we would. | 
*acquielce in, if we could recon-. 


ile ito that ſuppoſed Truth. 
 7imotheus. From this Dil- 


courſe, Ergenins, and: that of 
4 ES 


Arnobins, | 


| 


| 


q 


O—_ 


1 
| 


tc 2 1 WS ns 8-4 FL, [Ag hs City” > CES SIS "7% IG are” 4 Af 0 " i - 
: Y tl, DT WOES. = > ©3I7 g yna ATOM; MN, ALA EL: li on GY ook a rh. 3 T9 FOOD EET 03S DOTS Wat tb wigs: 4 
- - p = C'S» $ I © $* "—_ - " 2.58 _ Sat = Y £ "> rs 4 C ACES — I ” - 4 
+ v ef - . A -* vw v 4 fs + - F- = — f "2 9 4 SEN} . : 4; mn 
_- o = « v» is A 4, = 
ge . Y & > , 
Uh . ; M7 
x 


Arnobins, which « I it, 
think one may gather, that ac- 
cording to ' you tWo, W when two 
Propolitions are laid down; 
who? os 1s made 4 =p 
us by riefice , or - 
lon, ating withio.its own Juril- 
diction or Compals ; and the 0- 
ther is ſufficiently proved by be- 
mathematieally demonſtra- 

ted, or duly atteſted by Divine 
Revelation, we ought fot to re- 
je& either of theſe. propoſitions, 
as no tnuth, meerly; becauſe we 
do not yet know how porn 
them: but we ſhould rather think, 
that the colle&ed Propoſition, is 
but a gradual, or limited truth ; - 
or elle. we ſhould -confider, that 

we knowing but foimperfely as 
we do the particular natures of 
rivileg'd Subjefts, for ought we 


know a ſuperior IntelleA may be 


able to dilceta a friendly agree- 
ment between what: is deliver'd 
about tharSubje@, and the affir- 
mation -thet ſeems repugnant to 
at, tho we are not qudk-fighted 

F f 2 enough 
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Enough to- perceive” this Agree- 
ſors. And this, how-ſtrange 
 ſoever you OG it, Pyrocles, 
may not only be countenanc'd by 
ſuch things as Ze. lately ſaid, but 
both you your ſelf, and almoſt all 
mankind'do de fatto ſeem to pra- 
Qtiſe it, 'in the caſe of the: Divine 
Prefſcience of mans free Actions. 
Exgenias.\What you contend 
for , -Genttemen, may perhaps 
be thought the more receivable, 
if one thoald argue thus : Firft 
-either the Propoſitions {aid to be 
' repugnant, are both really true, 
or they are-not ; If it be anfwer- 
ed, that they are not, the diffi- 
culty is atancend:' for there is 
none at: all 'to. conceive a true 
Propofition, ſhould 'contradiQt a 
falfe one *But, ſecondly, if both 
the Propoſitions be ſuppoſed to be 
true, it muſt 'be affirm'd, either 
that they' are reooncileable, or 
that they” are not; -if it be ſaid, 
they are nor, then--Pyroctes his 
objection" 1s: out of doors; for it 
cannot then;be reaſonable to lay, 
{£80149 IF that 


>. 


thatthe two Propoſitions, tho in-. 
confiſtent with one another, muſt - 
neceſſarily. be one or other of 
them inconſiſtent with the truth. 
But this I preſume he will by no 
means aſſert, and conſequently, 
muſt ſay, that the Propoſitions 
are reconcileable. Upon which 
anſwer I ſhall demand, how. that» 
can be, unleſs a ſuperior IntelleEt, 
ſuch as unqueſtionably the Di- 
vine is, can diſcover an agree- 
ment - between Propoſitions 
wherein we cannot dilbern it. 
 Forour nor being able to diſcern 
it, is you know profeſſedly ſup- 
poſedin the caſe we diſcourle of. 
 Pyrockes. But, Arxobias, will 
not this Do&rine make us very 
liable to have falſities impoſed on 
us- at the pleaſure of bold and 
dictating men ? | 
Arnob.. Not, if it be limited 
to the ſubjeAs wherein alone I 
would have it admitted: for if 
neither of the things treated of 
be a privileg'd one, but both in 
the juriſdiction of ordinary rea- 
FIT ſon, 
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fon, 1 40 not only coſext, but (in 
my firft on require, that 
the Propofitions fram'd about 
them be eſtimated according tq 
the common DiQates of Reaſon. 
And even in cafes where one of 
the Propoſitions is about a privi- 
leg'd thi, I do not at all think 
fit, that it ſhould be received in 
ſpite of its being repugnant to the 
gradual truth delivered in the o- 
ther, unleſs it can by ſome other 
Argument ſufficient in its kind be 
proved-to be true; and in that 
caſe, that, what I plead for, ought 
tobe admitted, is implyed by the 
ſuffrage of almoſt all mankind, in 
that cafe, which was juſt nowper- 
' tinently mentioned by Zimorhens : 
for tho meh know not how to re- 
concile the Liberty of mans will, 
with the infallible knowledge thar | 
God has of thole Aftions that 
flow from it, yet they have una- 
nimouſly judged it reaſonable 
_ to. believe both Free-will and 
Preſcience;; the former, becauſe 
they felt it in themſelves ; = 

: Fs the 
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\ the later; partly becauſe the farer.. 


knowledge of things being ma-; 
nifeſtly a perfeCtion, ought - not 
to be denyed to God,, whom they 


looked upon as a Being ſupreme-: 


ly perfet; and partly becauſe. 
Ge aCtions and An that they 
all judg'd to flow from mens free- 
will, were, as the generality of 
men believ'd, foretold by Pro- 
phetick Oracles. But except in 
ſuch caſes as Ihave been naming, 
I ara altogether of Pyrocles's 
mind, that fince we have ſcarce 
any way. of diſcoyering a Fallity, . 
but by its being repugnant to 
ſomewhat that is true; to deny, 
that in caſes within the juriſdiQi- 
on of ordinary Reaſon, the re- 
pugnancy of a Propoſition to any 
manifeſt truth, ought to ſway our 
Judgments, were to deprive us 
of the uſefulleſt Criterion to dif- 


 eriminate between Falſhood and 


Truth. 

 Timoth, For my part, who 
believe with many Philoſophers, 
as well Heathen as Chriſtian, that - 
F f 4 humane . 
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TT 3 
humane 'Souls' owe their origine 
toGod,: and with almoſt all Phi- 
loſophers, ( for [ know what the 
Soicks held ).'that as he's the ſy- 
preme Being, ſo he is a moſt free 
Agent, I ſeenot why, as he has 
given to Corporeal Beings divers 
Qualities, 'very differing in their 
degrees of Nobleneſs'; ſo he 
might not give to the Intelligent 
Productions of his Power and 
Wal, various degrees of Intel- 
ledual Capacities as well as a 1i- 
mitedneſs of Nature. Andas it 


will not follow, that becaule we 


ean fee with our eyes very ſmall 
Objects, and imagine ſuch as are 
yer much ſmaller, either the eye, 
or the imagination can ever reach: 
fo {.>{mall an Object as an Arome;z 
fo.it will not follow that becauſe 
we arc able to frame Conceptions 
of 1mmaterial Beings, we' muſt 


| therefore be able to underſtand 


the nature of God, and the Har- 
mony . of -all his ' Monagical At- 
tributes. A little” Boy: may 
have a clear notion of three, _ 
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five, or other ſmaller numbers, 
and yet may be-unable to frame 
good conceptions 'of Triangular 
and other Polygon Numbers ( as 
ſome call them ) and'much more 
of the abſtrule' affeQions of ſurd 
Numbers, : and- the Roots of the 
higher Algebraical Powers. To 
iltern particular 'Truths 'is one 
thing, and*to be able to diſcover 
the Intercourſe and'Harmony be- 
tween all Truths, "is another 
thing, and a far-more difficalt 
one ;-as a Traveller may upon the 
Engliſh Shoar' know that he ſees 
the Ocean, and upon the Coaſt 
of ' Frick be:made todo the like, 
andat the Et 7adies alſo he may 
know that he ſees rhe Ocean; and 
yetnot know how thoſe ſo diſtant 
Seas communicate ' with each ©- 
ther;: tho : that may be manifeſt 
enough to a Colmographer. 
© Aruob. What" you ſay brings 
into my mind, 'that I have ſome- 
timesrhought God'and men enjoy 
Truth, as differingly as they do 
7 ime, For we men, as we enjoy 
s time 


leave far the greateſt part of - it 


uareach'd to by us ; ſa we know 


bur ſome particular Truths, and 
are always ignorant of far more 
than we attain to. Whereas 
God, as his eternity reaches to 
all the portions of time ( or.mea- 
{ured Durations) ſohis Omniſci- 
ence gives him at one view a pro- 
{pet of the whole extent of 
Truth: (As if a man could e 
the whole River of /NNuxs with 
allits turnjngs and windings from 
its hidden Springs to its entrance 
into the Sea.) Upon which ac- 
count he ſees all particular Truths, 
not only di/tixt#, but in their Sy- 
femme, and 10 fees a Connexion 
between thoſe that to us ſeem'd 
the moſt diſtant ones. 


Arnob. There remains now, 
Gentlemen, - but one part more 
of - your -penance to be under- 
gone ; for 'tis high time, I ſhould 
haſten to the relief of a Patience 
1 have fo long diftreſs'd, and 
therefore I {ball give it but one 
| exerciſe 


(90) 
time bat by pareels, and always 


| exerciſe move, | ndeonctnds wy your 
| Trouble with fome-xe Son 
this laſt Advice. '': 7. 


The Sixth Advice, orRule. 


That in Privileg'd. Things we ought. 
not always to candemn that. apink- 
08 abch is Lighle to ill G onſe- 
quences , and incumbred. with 
great inconveniencies, provi 
he poſi true proofs of it of ja 4h 


cient in their kind. 
That this Advice may be the 


- more eaſily admitted, 1 ſhall fe- 


rately ſuggeſt three thin $3 
hich 1 deſire may be afrerwards 
conſidered all together. 2-208 

Firſt, that clear poſitive proofs, 
proportionate to the nature” of 
things, are genuine and proper 
motives to induce the underftand- 
ing to aſſent to a propoſition” as 
true; ſo that*tis not always ne- 
cefſary to the evidence and firm- 
neſs of an Aﬀent, that the Intek 
le& takes notice of the Conſe- 
quences that may be drawn from 
it, vr the difficulties wherewith 
it 
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it may be incutnbered. - This is] 
plain in thoſe-Aſﬀents which of all Þ 
orhers,at leaſt that.are meerly na-. | 
tural, are by. : knowing men 
thougt to be the moſt undoubted 
and'the beſt grounded ; I mean 
 the' Aﬀents that are given to the... 
Truth. of Geometrical Demon- 
ſtrations : And yet, #uclia, for 
inſtance, in all his Elements - of 
Geometry , in ſome of which 
ſurpriſing Paradoxes are deliver- ' 
ed; ( as 1n the {ixteenth propoſiti- 
oft of the third -Book, and the 
1x7th/-of the tenth Book , to + 
pame-ro more )- . contents him- 
{elf to demonſtrate his Aſſertions 
9.2 Mathematical Way , and 
does not, : that I-remember, an: 
{wer-or take notice of any one 
Objeftion : and the Geometrici- 
ans; of our days think they may 
ſafely receive his Propoſitions 
upen the Demonſtrations annex- 
ed:ro them, without knowing or 
troubling ' themſelves about the 


lubtleties employed by the Sce- 


prick Sexrres Frapiricas, or others 


of 


' 
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4-of that Se in their writings: a- 
1 gainſt the Mathematicians, and all 
| Aſſertors of aſſured knowledge. : 


_ - The ſecond thing I-would offer 


the former part of -our Diſcourſe 
has manifeſted, that there are 


] ſome things which our humane - 


and.imperfe&t underſtandings ei: 
ther. cannot, or at leaſt do -not, 
perfetly. comprehend : and that 


J nevertheleſs men have. not-re- 
frain'd from 'preſuming to dog- 


matize: and frame Notions -and 
Rules:about ſuch things, as if they 
underſtood them very well. 
Whence it muſt: needs come to 
paſs, that if they were miſtaken 
(as 1n things fo abſtruſe, 'tis-very 
like they often, were ,) thoſe that 
judge by:the:Rules:they laid down, 


. muſt | conceive: the: Propolitions 


oppoſite to: their miſtakes, to; be 

liable to very greatzif not inſupe- 

rable Difficulties and Objections. 
And this ſecond: Con(ideration, 

in conjunion with the firſt, will 

make way for thethird, as a we 
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( 94) | 
thral produftion of ther; whichif 
is, That, ax we need got wonder 
that privileged things, which are 
wont tobe 10 ſublime as to have 
been -out of the view of thoſe 
hee - m'd the grocer Oren 

of other things, {hou | 
hangs liable to great Objections 
by them who judg ee of ll thing 
_ by thoſe Rules ; ſo we 
Ire or. more evi- 


things, than that there are forit 
ſuch ſafficierit poſitive Beta as 
notwithſtanding ObjeQtions and: 
Inconveniences, make at, upon: 
the whole matter, worthy $0'be] 


__ embraced. 


Pyrocles. But can that be wot-. 
thy tobe aſſented/ to, which is li- 
able to Obje&ions and Inconveni- | : 
ences: which the maintainers. 1- 
confeſs they. know not how to 
avoid ? Does got your Exc/ia him- 
{ſelf in ſome of his Demonftrati- 
ons imploy that way of reaſoning 
which fore: of his Latine Inter- 
prerers call Dedui#io ad Abſar- |. 
Ann ? | Arnob, ' 
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Avnob. Euclid indeed f as well 


as other Mathematicians )  be- 


of dire& probation, which per- 
haps he' might have oftner im- 


-ployed than he did, has ſome- 


times where he thought ir need-_ 
ful, made uſe of the evxyw3y you 
ſpeak of. But in thele caſes he 
never goes out of the Diſcipline. 
he treats'of, and confining him- 
ſelf to In m——_ from 
quantity, he urges nothing as 
abſurd, but what is undeniably _ 
Tepugnant to ſome Truth he had 
already demonſtrated , -or -to 
thoſe clear and undiſputed Defi- 
nitions, Axioms, or Poſtulata, 
which he ſuppoſes to have been 
already granted by thoſe he would 
convince. But tho he thus ar- 
gues to prove that his Readers 
cannot contradict him without 
contradiCting themſfelvex z yet we 
find not that he was at all folici- 
tous to clear thoſe Difficulties that 
ſo quick-ſighted a'man could not 
but know ſome of his Theorems 
| to 
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to:be rindi Wk: but con- * + } 
terits :himſelf to demonſtrate the. 
incommenſurableneſs of -the Side 
and-Diagonal of a Squares: .with- 
out.troubling himſelt to. take;no- 
tice of the Difficulties that attend 
the endleſs Divilibility. of a Line, 
| which would follow from what 
I he demonſtrated. But, Pyrocles, 
| to look back ;to the firſt part of 
your ObjeQion , tho what you 
lay will. hold in ordinary Caſes, 
yet ſuch peculiar, ones, as we are 
ſpeaking. of, deſerve a particular 
Conſideration. About ſome pri- 
vileged things there. are, and a- 
bour ſome : others there '22ay,, be 
contradiQtory Opinions (taking 
that term in a ſtrict ſenſe) main- 
tain'd. Now. as. both- of theſe 
: cannot "be true, -ſo: one of them 
- muſt; be. fo +-as, thoit be hotly 
F. - diſputed. whether Quantity... be 
| -endlefly diviſible, yet certainly it 
either: muſt,-ormuſt not be divi- 
Aible withoutrend And ;as, was 
_ Formerly obſerved which, fide ſo- 
:R5&r. yOu take the ORE 
( Wil 
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will be exceeding/ great , and perhaps 


there will lie ObjeCtions ſcarce to be 47- 


| | F rettly anſwered. And ſince one of the 


two oppolite Opinions muſt be true, it 


willnot always be neceſfary,that an opt- 


with great difficulties, or liable to puz- 
ling Objections. And therefore if thepo- 
ſitive proofs on one {ide beclear and co- 
gent, tho there be perplexing Difficul- 
ties objected by- the other , the truth 


nion freat ical which is incumbred 


, ought not'for their ſake to be rejetted ; 
.- becauſe ſuch difficulties proceeding u- 


ſually either from notions that men pre- 


JF fumeto frame about things abovetheir 
3 reaches, or from Rules that were not 


made for fuch points as are in diſpute, 
the ObjeCtions are notto be judged fo 
well founded , as is that acknowledged 


Principle in Reaſoning,that from 7rath, 


nothing but truth can be legitimately in- 


ferr'd, 


Eugen. 1 confeſs I havealways thought 
it reaſonable in ſuch Caſes to compare, 
as well the poſitive proofs of one opiniort 
with thoſe of the other , as thoſe. Otye- 


: ions that are urg'd oneither ſide z and 
3 F1- . A de 
# there make my eſtimate upon. the 
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rhole matter; tho with a peculiar re- | 
gard to that opinion that has a great |] 
advantage in. point of palitive Argu- 
ments ;. Becauſe; as Lrnob:us oblery'd, 
thoſe are the proper Inducements/to | 
the Aſent of the Intellect ; And then | 
the Objections may. ;well enough be ſu- | 
ſpe&ted to proceed from the abſtrule 
nature of Privileg'd things, and the 0- 
ver-great narrowneſs of the Rules that 
menare wont to judge of all things by : ] 
For. we may have a ſufficiently clear | 
proof that a thing is , whilſt we. have 
no ſatisfactory conception of its 24x- | 
zer of. exiſting or operating; our. illa-. 
tive knowledge , if you will allow me 
{o to-ſpeak, being clearer, and:extend- - 
ing further than ourintuitive gr appre-- : 
henſive knowledge. -- oy 
Arnob. But even. about things that : 
we cannot ſufficiently underſtand, we. : 
may in ſome caſes exerciſe our Reaſon, 
; in - anſwering - ObjeQtions that. are } 
thought not to be at'all anſwerable, be- 
cauſe they-are not diredly fo. : For-we 
may ſometimes.ſhew, by framing in a- | 
nother caſe alike Argument, which-the, Þ 
Adverlary muft confeſs , does not gr © | 
| "5 * clude } 
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This I Fg exemplifie cC 9. 

. I mayſeemno eaſie a xy but Gp, gu far 

| T ſhould want time,to propo. Exam 
ples, whoſe being very. paradoxical 
| would make them need muchprodf - 
which: you who. I fear are quito#ir $ + 
already, would want. patience. to. hear, 
Wherefore I-ſhall rather recommend 
to you: one: Obſervation ,, which I fa I 
to. be of. no ſmall moment and: uſe, 
when we contemplate: things. 'of the 

- | nature of thoſe we have been — | 
> | ingof; anditisthis, That we muſt 
© expect to be able, as to: Privileg'd 
-- | things, and the Propoſitions that" : ay 
be fram'd about them , to reſolve. all. 
Difficulties, and anHove: all ObjeQtions ; 
| © fince we: can never. direQly anſwer = 
| thoſe, which require for their ſolution 
|] a perfe&t comprehenſion of what is In-- 
1 | finite: as a man cannot well anfwerthe 
Objeftions that may .be made. pai 
the Antipodes,the Doftrine of Ecliples, 
that of the different Phaſes of "the 
—_ 3 p26 of the long days and 
| | __ 
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XK ! mo Pega things are con- 
> clear and poprive Arguments 
To be of er weight-in' favour 
| y conclude for; even 
when, on the contrary fide , we ma 
dif bourle our ſelves into ſuch Difficul. 
| ies as [fy 'p?rplex', and perchance poſe 
ur Bice Underſtandings. © - 
ex. This is a Point of ſuch ab- 


_— le pcealarton, that if when we re- 
= member our ſelyes- to be but men, it” 


'bethought fit to adventure upon 
lancfing. out into it , 'twill be neceſſa- 
26 ito adjourn the proſecution till 1 
2 ill have more' time before us}; thiff 

 - weare maſters of now , that the Noi 
© isolate, that*tis hightime we ſhould; 
after our d ſerved thanks to him, re-- 


b> . leaſe 4 nobius by wiſhing him a F009 
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